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P RE F A C E. 


HES E Sermons were tranſcribed 
from the Short-Hand M. S. of 
the Rev. Mr. Jamts Hervey, by the- 
Deſire of his Brother the late Mr. Wil- 
liam Hervey, Wine-Merchant, in London, 
That they are the genuine ProduCtions 
of the Author of the Meditations among 
the Tombs, and the Contemplations, Dia- 
logues, and Letters, no Man of Senſe 
and Taſte, (when he has read them,) can 
poſſibly doubt: And that the Subjects of 
_ theſe Diſcourſes are of the DS Im- 
portance and Uſe, no ſerious Chriſtian 
can poſſibly deny. 


The firſt four Sermons are on that 
glorious and fundamental Article of all 
revealed Religion, the Godhead of Chriſt; 

a the 
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the fifth deſcribes, in a very lively man- 
ner, the Nature of evangelical Repent- 
ance; the ſixth treats on the great Duty, 
Advantages, and Pleaſure of ſearching 
the Scriptures; and the two laſt Sermons 
treat on the Nature of our Love to 
GOD, in a moſt pleaſing and delightful 
Manner. Every true Chriſtian muſt 
acknowledge that the Divinity of Chr:/t 
15 the Baſis of all vital Religion; and that 
Repentance, ſearching the Scriptures, 
and Love to GOD, conſtitute the main 
Parts of the Superſtructure: So that 
whilſt true Religion ſhall exiſt in our 
Nation, theſe Sermons will never be un-; 
important or out of Uſe, | 


They are peculiarly ſuited to raiſe 
heavenly Thoughts, and holy Affections, 
at the Lord's Table; and in that point 
of View, I would reſpectfully recom- 
mend them to Believers in Cbriſt of every 
Denomination, 


What can be of greater Importance 
and Uſe, than to contemplate the true 
and eternal Divinity of the Son of GOD 

by when 
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when we approach the Memorials of his 
Death and Satisfaction? The Godhead 
of Chriſt is the chief Wonder and Glory 
of the Chriſtian Religion. —It is this 
great Truth of divine Revelation that 
opens to us moſt clearly the full Cha- 
racter of the Deity, and ſhews us all the 
Beauty of the Nature of GOD — This 
inexpreſſibly raiſes our Ideas of the Cha- 
racter and Dignity of the Lord Jeſus; 
and diſplays his Grandeur, Fulneſs, and 
Beauty, above all Imagination.— This 
precious Truth endears the New Teſta- 
ment to every true Believer in the World: 
It enhances the Dignity, and demon- 
ſtrates the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs, and 
Pleaſure of the ſacred Scriptures—lt 
exceedingly endears the Perſon and In- 
fluences of the holy Spirit, as the great 
Author of all thoſe Diſcoveries and 
Truths of divine Revelation. 


The Doctrine of the Divinity of Criſt 
ſhews the utmoſt Terror of the inflex- 
ible Juſtice of GOD in demanding and 
receiving full Satisfaction for Sin, by 

A 3 the 
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the Sufferings and Death of a Perſon ſo 
tranſcendently excellent and divine.——It 
repreſents, in a Light as bright as ſeven 
Suns, the perfect Redemption, the glo- 
rious Sacrifice, and infinite Satisfaction, 
paid by the Redeemer to an almighty 
Conqueror for Captives; offered by a 
great High Prieſt to an injured Monarch 
for Rebels; made by a mighty Surety 
to a righteous Judge for Criminals, 
This great Truth of Chriſt's Divinity, 
evinces the dreadful Nature of Sin above 
all Thought ; it ſhews Sin to be an 
infinite Evil, objectively conſidered, as 
it ſtrikes at an infinite GOD; and an 
infinite Evil, extenfively conſidered, as 
it fixes a Stain in the Soul through an 
infinite Duration, unleſs it be waſhed 
out by the Blood of Cbriſt. Here you 
ſee the Filth and Pollution of Sin, as it 
is a moſt horrid Deformity ; and here 
you ſee the Guilt and Rebellion of Sin 
as it is a molt dreadful Offence, hated 
by GOD, and puniſhed with all the 
Force and Vengeance of his Soul. The 
Doctrine of Chri/'s Divinity infinitely 
2 enhances 
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enhances the Dignity and Value of im- 
mortal Souls. In the Light of Chriſt's 
Godhead and Satisfaction, you ſee a Soul 
to be of more worth than the whole 
Newtonian Syſtem of material Nature; 
even if it were multiplied into ten 
Thouſand ſuch Syſtems; yea, we may 
go higher ſtill, and affirm that GOD 
by purchaſing the Soul with his own 
Blood, has ſhewn it to be of more 
Worth than a thouſand Legions of 
Angels. & 


This glorious Truth of Revelation 
has the higheſt and happieſt Tendency 
to give all poſſible Encouragement to 
awakened Sinners to return to GOD. 
The Lord Jeſus, as GOD incarnate, is 
a moſt able, ſuitable, and willing Savi- 
our to remove all the Plagues of a dark 
Mind, a guilty Conſcience, and a rebel- 
hous Heart.— His Blood will filence all 
our Doubts and Fears.—His Atone- 
ment has levelled all Mountains in the 
Way to Heaven.—His Wiſdom will 
unravel all Plots—And his Death will 

anſwer 
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anſwer all the Charges that Juſtice, and 
Conſcience, and Satan, can bring againſt 
us: Chriſt, as GOD-man, can ſuit all our 
nobleſt Powers and Paſſions, as he 1s 
the ſupreme Truth, the ſupreme Good, 
and the ſupreme Beauty; and he can 
and will ſhew us all our beſt Friends 1 in 
Heaven and Earth. 


The Divinity of Chriſt, is the Spring 
of all vital Religion in the Souls of Men. 
All true Religion flows from the divine 
Nature, Will, and Life of Chriſt: All 
true Religion conſiſts in a Likeneſs to 
Chrijt, and terminates in Chriſt as the 
ultimate End of immortal Souls. 


The true and proper Godhead of 
Chriſt, is the Life and Glory of all public 
Worſhip, and the Beauty and Pleaſure 
of all outward Ordinances; without his 
Preſence, all the Inſtitutions of Religion 
have no Life or Force. 


The Divinity of Chriſt, is the Life and 
Glory of his three Offices or Employ- 
ments 
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ments for the Salvation of Sinners; his 
Godhead fills his prophetic Office with 
boundleſs Light and Wiſdom to ſuit our 
Darkneſs and Folly.—It fills his prieſtly 
Office with infinite Dignity to ſuit our 
Guilt.—It fills his kingly Office with 
boundleſs Power to ſuit our Corruption 
and ſubdue our Rebellion againſt GOD, 
O! how ſafely and delightfully may a 
burthened, diſtreſſed Conſcience, repoſe 
its utmoſt Confidence in CHriſt. 


The glorious Godhead of Chri/t ſe- 
cures the happy final Iſſue of all our 
Tranſactions with GOD at Death and 
for Eternity. In the Divinity and Sa- 
tisfaction of Chriſt, we have infinite Con- 
ſolations againſt the Terrors of Death; 
becauſe Chriſt, as the mighty GOD- man 
by his bloody, curſed, and terrible Death, 
and his triumphant Victory over this 
King of Terrors, has wiped off the Re- 
proach of Death, and made it honour- 
able for us to die under his Smiles. — He 
has conquered the Sharpneſs of Death, 
ſubdued its Power, extracted its Sting, 

diſarmed 
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diſarmed its Terrors, and quite altered 
the Property of Death, for all Believers 
in the World! 


Thus we ſee the unſpeakable Excel- 
lence and Uſefulneſs of that glorious 
Doctrine treated on in theſe Sermons, by 
one of the moſt amiable and eloquent of 
all Engliſb Writers. We have ſeen that 
this Doctrine diſcovers to us, in the 
cleareſt Light, the beautiful Nature of 
GOD, — the Glory of Chriſt's Perſon and 
Love, —the Dignity and Sweetneſs of 


the Scriptures, —and the Excellence of 


their Author, the bleſſed Spirit, the 
Terrors of divine Juſtice, the Perfec- 
tion and Reality of Chriſt's Satisfaction, 
the infinite Evil in the Nature of Sin, 
— the unutterable Worth of immortal 
Souls, —the rich Encouragements to a 
diſtreſſed Sinner to come to GOD by 
Cbriſt.— the Spring of all vital Religion 
and generous good Works, —the Life, 
Power, and Beauty of all public Wor- 


ſhip and divine Inſtitutions, — the Riches 


2 Glory of Cbriſt's three Offices. — 
and 
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and the only Baſis or Ground for a final 


and happy Iflue of all our Affairs at 
Death, and in a boundleſs Eternity. 


If ſuch are the Uſes of this precious 
Truth, what Chriſtian 1s there who 
would not covet to make theſe Diſcourſes 
the Companion of his Boſom and his 
Cloſet? Who would not chooſe to Iodge 
theſe admirable Thoughts in the inner 
Cabinet of his Heart? To the Bleſſing 
of GOD our Saviour (whoſe Cauſe is 
here pleaded with Brightneſs of Thought 
and Elegance of Style) I commit them; 
praying that every true Believer may 
find the ſame Comfort which the Au- 
thor did in his Life and Death. 


Jury 2, 1779. 
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ſhall be publiſhed if theſe meet with due Encou- 


ragement from the Chriſtian World, 
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The Diviniy of C HRT A . 


Titus I. 3. GOD ovx SAVIO R. 


N Divinity of our Lonp Itsus Cuxisr, 
| is the moſt important Article of Chriſtia- 
nity.— Tis, if I may ſo ſpeak, the ſtaple Truth of 
Aur Bible ;=-the great F 2 * which ſup- 
ports the whole Structure of ouf ito ly pion = 
*Tis' the Root which nouriſhes, an nda- 
tion, which feeds ALL the Doctrines of Scripture, 
and ALL the Hopes of a Chriſtian. —Take this 
away, and the whole Inſtitution of Chriſtianity. 
falls at once. When Sampſon tore away the 
ſupporting Pillars e, the whole Roof fell in, and 
the whole Houſe became a ruinous Heap;—ſo, 


Judges xvi, 30. 
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2 The Divinity f CHRIST. 
juſt ſo, will it fare with the Chriſtian Religion, 


if this grand, main Article be truck away. 


How vain would our Savior's Ordinances 


* 


be !—How weak His Threatenings! How infig- . 


nificant His Promiſes—if HE had not a divine 
Power to co-operate with His Ordinances—to 
execute His Threatenings, and to fulfil His Pro- 
miſes ! — But when HE that Speaks, — that 
Threatens, — that Promiſes, is none leſs than 
the svPREME GOD, every Thing puts on an- 
other Aſpect. —Then every Word acquires un- 
known Weight !—H1s Inſtitutions challenge the 
devouteſt Performance, —This ſtamps a Gran- 
deur, and puts an infinite Value upon His, Ex- 
ample and Precepts.— This gives a F ulneſs, a 


Sufficlency, and glorious Perfection to the Satis 


faction HE has made for Sins. — This makes the 
Method of Salvation HE bas appointed, warthy 
of all Acceptation ;z—worthy the Contrivapcę gf 
unſearchable Wiſdom ; — worthy the Accom- 


pliſhment of unbounded Goodneſs; and worthy 


of the Dependance of the whole Race of fallen 
Man,—on which they may ſurely, comfortably, 


Joyfully reſt all their Hopes and ExpeRation heres 


and hereafter, 

Since then this Point is of ſuch exceeding. great 
Moment, it concerns Us to be thoroughly, im- 
moveably founded in the Belief of it Let Us 


then coxiſider ſome of the main Arguments which 
render 
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render the bleſſed Truth ſure, and undeniable j— 
_ which may abundantly convince, and aſſure Us— 

that our SAVIOR is GOD, or (as my Text 
has it), that GOD is our SAVIOR. | 


I ſhall prove this, 
IJ. From the Works HE wrought. 
II. From the Honors that were paid HIM. 
III. From the Nature of His Mediatorial 


Office. 


I. We have an evident Proof of our LORD“ 
Divinity from the Works HE wrought. . . +» 
I. From the Miracles HE wrought. n! 

II. From His foretelling Things to come. 

III. From His forgiving Sins. 

IV. From His W and ſeatebing the 
Heart, a 


I. Wr have an Evidence of CHRIST's' Di- 
vinity from the Miracles HE wrought. Not one, 
or two, but ALL Manner of miraculous. Opera- 
tions were done by CurisT.—They were the 
daily Triumphs of His Art, the continual: Iſſues 
of His Divine Power, and Goodneſs.— Now, as 
ordinary Works thew the Ingenuity of the Work». 
man; ſo the Works of our LORD JESUS. 
CHRIST declare the Divinity of this great 
PRRTORMER.—HE heals ſtubborn, inveterate, 


long — Diſeaſes in an Inſtant Nay, 
| B 2 | HE 
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HE heals Diſeaſes, that human Art pronounced 
incurable, only with a Word HE opens the 
Eyes that were born Blind, and pours Day upon 
| thoſe ſightleſs Orbs !®#ﬀ—HE cleanſes the filthy 
Lepers with a powerful Touch ;—Yes, at His 
ſovereign Touch the noyſome Cruſt falls off, and 
the Blood purifies in the Veins; the Fleſh be- 
comes clear as the Fleſh of a little Child ; and 
the whole Habit of vitiated Nature is corrected 
in a Twinkling of an Eye.—Not all the Drugs 
in the World ;—or the Simples that grow upon 
a thouſand Hills, could have wrought ſuch a 
Cure! But CHRIST ſends His Word, His all 
commanding Word, and heals !—The racking- 
Diſeaſes are turned into perfect Eaſe.— The en- 
feebling Diſeaſes into vigorous Health ! Nay, 
the very Touch of His Cloathes ſtaunches the Iſ- 
. ſue of Blood. —Phyſicians had been conſulted, 
Art had made its utmoſt Efforts, and confeſſed 
itſelf baſed But that which was impracticable 
to Phyſic, was effected by the Hem of our SA- 
vior's Garment! + 

But Diſeaſes of the Mind, aremore difficult to be 
reſtored, as well as more grievous to be endured 
than Diſtempers of the Body]! Behold then, the 
ALMIGHTY PHYSICIAN healing the Luna- 
tics !-Thoſe that are ſunk in Melancholy, or 


® John ix, 5, 6, 7. * + Mark v. 24. and 34. | 
| agitated 
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agitated with a precipitate Madneſs, He reduces 
to their right Senſes! 

But Demons are more powerful than bodily 
Diſorders, Why here as a Demoniac! He cuts 
himſelf with Flints, and ſtrikes Terror into all 
that comes near Him He burſts the ſtrongeſt 
Chains as ſcorched Thread, And as for his Fet- 
ters, they are as rotten Stubble to Him! Among 
the Tombs He rambles, and never ceaſes Day, 
nor Night. — Behold ! The adorable JESUS 
ſpeaks, and the Dzmon departs The Poor 
haraſſed Mortal returns to his right Mind, and 
enjoys the calm Poſſeſſion of his own Soul. 
He that before was more frantic, and unmanage- 
able than the ſavage Beafts, now becomes meek, 
and gentle as a harmleſs Lamb *,—Let paſſionate 
People remember this, and apply to CHRIST 
Oh! How often does Paſſion drive them head- 
long upon the moſt unreaſonable PraQtices ; they 
can ſcarce cure this headſtrong Sally of their Spi- 
rits;—-but CHRIST can both reſtrain and ſub- 
due them. 

But the Dead are in a more POLES State, 
than thoſe afflicted with Sickneſs - There is leſs. 
Hope of their reviving, than of the Dæmoniacs 
being diſpoſſeſſed. Lo] then, our LORD ex- 
tends His Power to the Grave! HE bids Death 
furrender his Captives,—His W ord fetches back 


* Mark v. 4. - 
B 3 the 
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the departed Spirits.—HE re-enkindles the ex- 
tinguiſhed Lamp.—The congealed Blood re- 
news its Flow. The icy Fleſh is re-animated 
with new Warmth; and Lazarus's putrifying 
Limbs recover their long reſigned Activity *.— 
See then, Ye, who are flow of Heart to believe 
the GODHEAD of our SAVIOR, here is a 
Spirit come back from the inviſible World on 
purpoſe to dear Witneſs tothe important Truth! 
The dead Bodies ariſe from the Duſt at His aw- 
ful Call, and atteſt His infinite Power ; and will 
be the everlaſting Reproach, if they are not the 
cleareſt Conviction of all Infidelity, 

But can the verieſt Elements underſtand 
CHRIST's GODHEAD. GOD oftentimes 
ſays, that He holds the Water in the Hollow of his 
Hand t. That He gathereth the Minds in His Fit t ; 
that He Walks upon the ings of the Whirlwind \| .— 
Now da theſe obey the LORD JESUS CHRIST ? 
I ſhall only produce one Inſtance that may ſerve, 
inſtead of all. — Tis peculiarly proper for them 
to conſider, that occupy their Buſineſs in great 
Waters, whoſe Lives and Fortunes ſeem to lay 
ſo much at the Mercy of the Winds. 

Let us read at our Leiſure the eighth Chapter 
of St. Matthew !—With what grand, and mag- 


3 0 John xi. 29, 30, + II. xl. 12. 1. Prov. xxx. 4. 
y Pf, xviii, 10. | 


. | nificent 
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nificent Images do the 23d. and the following 
verſes preſent us!—'The Winds roaring.— The 
Waves raging.— The Ship toſſed by the one and 
daſhed by the other ;—while it is even covered 
by the rolling Seas.— The poor Shipmen at their 
Wits-end; under all the Agonies of fear z— 
Confuſion in their Faces, Deſpairin their Voices, — 
When, lo! The Holy Jeſus awoke from his 
Sleep He ſaw Deſtruction approaching from 
every Quarter, but was nothing daunted.— H | 
ſaw the Horror and Amazement of His Compa- oe, 7 
nions, but without being at all terrified. When 
Heaven and Earth were mingling; His Soul 
was all this while ſerene !—Fearfulneſs, and Dread 
had overwhelmed the Sea-faring Men; but their 
LORD abode in ſweet undiſturbed Tranquility. 
Behold! He ariſes from his Pillow with ſuch a 
Majeſty, Sedateneſs, as flowed only from the 
Conſciouſnfs of His Almighty Power. — Could 
an Infide] have ſeen the Grandeur, and divine 
Serenity, that now ſat on our REDEEMER's * 
Countenance, ſure the Sight muſt have fetched 
Him on his Knees, and have brought from his 
Lips an Acknowledgment of his great Divinity ! 
Hark — IHE ſpeaks !—The warring Elements re- 
vere His Accents, and liſten to the folemn Voice! 
The raging and reſounding Waters cannot drown 
it: The impetuous and headlong Winds cannot 


B 4 diſſipate 
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0 diſſipate it; nor dares the mighty Tempeſt diſo- 
TS. - bey it !—In an Inſtant, the Winds are huſht; the 
A Seas ſubſide : The Storm ceaſes, and gently _ 
away into a great Calm! | 
On this Occaſion, how properly may we uſe 
the Pſalmiſt's beautiful Expoſtulation ! Mat 
aileth thee, O thou Sea, that thou fledeſt,* and Ye 
furious Winds, that Ye were driven back Ve 
raging Winds, that you ſunk into Silence !— 
And thou boiling Deep, that thou waſt ſo ſud- 
denly, ſo perfectly calm! — Was it the Injunc- 
tions of a Man, that thou regardeſt? Was it a 
mortal Tongue that reached to thy utmoſt Shores, 
and pierced to thy loweſt Deeps, and controuled. 
thy inconſiderate Motions ? —Doſt thou ſtand in 
Awe of a Son of Adam? — Thou, that haſt buried 
Millions of their floating Carcaſes in a watry 
Grave !—OQ, no! This was the LORD's do- 
ing!—lt was the incarnate DEITY that ſpoke! \ 
-The Earth, (ſays an inſpired Writer,) ſhall ; 
tremble at the Look of Him!—If HE does but 
touch the Mountains, they ſhall Smoke !—And, 
no Wonder then that the World of Waters ob- 
ſerve His Commands, and was dutifully ſubmiſ- 
five to His Hicu Decres. 
See then, the Seas adore the BLessED Jxsus! 
The immenſe Deep confeſs His Arm to be om- 
nipotent, His Command to be uncontroulable z-== 
| - ® Pſalm exiv. 5. 
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and ſo His glorious Divinity unqueſtionable,--- 
Let us, when we hear the ſweeping Winds, and 
view the tremendous Ocean, call to Mind this 
? marvellous Inſtance of our LORD's irreſiſtible 
. Dominions !---Let us at ſuch Times, lift our 
Voice, and laud the Bleſſed Jeſus, in the ſolemn 
LL Language of the Pſalmiſt “ The Waters ſaw 
1 Ag „ thee, O GOD, the Waters ſaw thee, and were 
3 afraid: Fhe Depths alſo were obedient, . and 
ed at thy great Rebuke.“ | 
* 55 ?3-T ſhall leave my dear Readers, with theſe 
Thoughts upon their Minds---hoping they will | 
ſerve to beget high, and adoring Notions of their 
glorious REDEEMER !---Only ſhall obſerve, 
that what has been mentioned may inſtruc the 
Sailor, whom to addreſs in the Hour of Danger ! 
May alſo teach him the Wiſdom of ſecuring an 
Intereſt in the LORD JESUS CHRIST, whoſe 
divine Word, even the Winds, and Sea obey, 


S E R- 


S.&/  O-N H. 
The Divinity of CHRIST. 


Titus I. 3. GOD ou SAVIOR. 


ROM theſe Words we took Occaſion to 
conſider that great, and glorious Article of 
our Religion, the GoDHEAD of its AUTHOR ;- 
the Divinity of CHRIST, as it was moſt convinc- 
ingly apparent from the Miracles He wrought,--- 
Let us now proceed to ſhew how it is further 
Evident, 
I. From His foretelling Things to come. 
II. From His forgiving Sins. 
III. From His knowing and ſearching the 
Heart, 


I, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Divinity is evident 
from His foretelling Things to come.---Who 
but GOD is poſſeſſed of this Power !---Yet the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt exerciſed it on innumerable 
Occaſions !--- Nay, St. Peter, declares, it was the 
SPIRIT of CHRIST, which enabled all the anci- 


ent Prophets to diſcover future Things ;---A Ray 
from 
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from his all-comprehending Wiſdom gave them 
their borrowed Inſight into Futurity.— CHRIST 
knew beforehand the Death HE ſhould ſuffer : 
And gave a particular Deſcription of it! Hz ſaw 
the Crown of Thorns long before they were 
platted !---HE was apprized of the rugged Nails, 
long before the Soldiers ſharpened the Points, or 
hammered them through his Bones,---He ſpoke 
of the cruel Buffettings, the deſpiteful Spittings, 
and the vile Indignities long before the inſolent 


Multitude made Hi undergo them,---Hz warn- * 


ed Peter of his perfidiouſneſs long before it was 
brought into Action !---And not only ſpoke of 
his Reſurrection, but fixed the preciſe Time of 
its taking Place.---Long before its Deſtruction, 
He ſaw the utter ruin of Jeruſalem.--- He ſaw 
the hoſtile Troops beſieging their Walls ;---The 
Roman Standard entering their Temple? HE 
ſaw their ſtately Buildings levelled with the 
Ground ;---the unexampled Slaughter of its miſe- 
rable Inhabitants,---He ſaw the impending Ven- 
geance of Heaven before it fell, and the diſmal 
Diſtreſs of the devoted Jews before it overtook 
them.---All this HE faw, and gave a particular 
Prediction of it, when the Executions of this 
Vengeance was ſcarcely born! So particular a 
Prediction that it looked more like a Hiſtory of 
what was paſt, than a Prophecy of what was to 
come ! 


Behold 
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Behold then, the Lord Jeſus in this noble Point 
of Light !---Behold Him in his prophetic, ALL 
foretelling Character !---H1s Eye runs forward 
through all the downward TraQs of Futurity !--- 
With a wondrous Survey HE looks into a, even 
the moſt remote Contingencies !--- He ſaw what 
future Ages will produce, and what Nations yet 
Unborn will at !---And is not this the adorable 
Gon. Before whom all Things are naked, and 
open !- To whom future Time is preſent !--- 
Perſons unborn, are as though they exifted !— 
Who ſees the Events that are unthought of as 
clearly as whey they are accompliſhed !—W ho 
in the Scripture Phraſe calls the Things that are 
not, as though they were! — 
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TE. The Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chrift is 
further evident from his forgiving. Sins !—When 
Moſes proclaims the Name of GOD, that GOD 
who led Iſrael through the Deſert, - Who wrought 
all the Miracles in Egypt, and Wonders in the 
Field of Zoan, what does HE ſtile Him !---Why 
this is the glorious Character He aſcribes to Him, 
— The LoRD, the LokRd Gop, merciful and gract- 
aus- long ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 
forgrving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin /*— We ſee 
tis the ſole Property of the adorable Gop to for- 
give Sins! This is a Part of His incommuni- 
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Exod. xxxiv. 6. 


cable 
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cable Glory.---This is His Memorial, that 
whereby He will be known through all Genera- 
tions !---Now is not CHR1sT inveſted with this 
Privilege,---How often does He ſay to the miſer- 
able Objects brought to Him, Be of good Cheer, 
thy Sins are forgiven thee /---How does HE always 
ratify this permiſſion, by working an immediate 
Miracle.---So that if any ſhould ſay, a cunning 
Impoſtor may ſpeak ſuch Words, and pronounce 
a Form of Abſolution : --- Why, to ſtop the 
Mouth of this Objection, GOD ſets his Seal to 
the Grant; the Diſeaſe is inſtantly cured, and 
becomes a glorious Credential of our Lord's Pre- 
rogative.- The Fetters of Lameneſs falling off, 
from the Legs, or the thick Veil of Blindneſs * 
vaniſhing from the Eyes, proclaim his equal 
Power te blot out the Hand Writing of Sin that 
is againſt us. E ris 
Was CHRIST a mere Man, Oh! What in- 
tolerable Arrogance were this! *T would be the 
very Tranſcript of Luciſer's Pride l It would be 
a moſt atrocious Encroachment upon the un- 
created Honors of the Deity !---And would the 


Thunders keep ſilence ?---Would the Lightnings: © 


ſleep, if CHRIST, being a Man only, had thus 
made Himſelf equal with GOD? No h. - We 
find the Earth opening, and ſwallowing up Da- 
than and Abiram, for a vaſtly.lefſer Crime !---For 
no other Reaſon, but becauſe they intrenched 


upon 
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upon the prieſtly Office, and preſumed to offici- 
ate in the Order of Aaron !---If GOD ſo ſeverely 
avenged this Piece of bold Preſumption, judge, 
how much more dreadfully He would have pu- 
niſh-d Jesus CHrIsT for an infinitely greater, 
and more ſavage Preſumption !--- But inftead of 
that, He declares Him to be H1s dearly beloved 
Son !- -H commands all Creatures to honor the 
SoN, as they honor the Father.---A plain Proof, 
that this Practice was no unwarrantable Invaſion 
of the divine Prerogative; but an Acknowledge- 
ment of his juſt, and undoubted Right !--- 
Come then, let Us fall on our Knees at his 
Footſtool !---Let us be ſtruck with Reverence, - 
and pay Him the Homage due to his divine Na- 
ture! For who can forgive Sins, but Gop alone! 
Who, but the offended SovERE1GN can pardon 
Rebellious, and ſpare the Rebel? Who but the 
Lord. can remit the Debt, and diſcharge the 
Debtor ?---By this then we know, and are ſure 
that Chriſt is the eternal SovEREIGN, and LokD 
of ALL, becauſe, He pardons our Offences, and 
remits our Treſpaſſes !---In his own Name, HE 
iſſues out an Act of Grace, and proclaims a gene- 
ral Indemnity to poor penitent Sinners. -And 
can we any longer doubt of His being King of 
raven 2—— 


* 


III. The 
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III. The Divinity of CHRIST is evident from 
his knowing and ſearching the Hearts of Men! 
The Pfalmiſt reckons it as one of the incommu- 
ni-able- Attributes of Jehovah, that He inoweth 
the Thoughts of Man; and did not the ever bleſſed 
Jeſus exerciſe this/Power ?---Did not He perceive 
the Thoughts of Men, before they were framed 
into Words, or eloathed with Language ?---Did 
not He dive into their deepeſt Deſigns ?---Did 
not he penetrate through all their Diſguiſes, 
and diſcover the latent 'Spring of all their Ac- 
tions? Ves -The Minds of Men were naked 
before Him. Nothing eſcaped His all-ſearching 
Oblervation.- Even the hidden Springs of Dar- 
neſs were clear as the Day; tranſparent as the 
pure eryſtal to His divine Eye! -H told the 
Multitudes that flocked to him, by what corrupt 
Principles they were ſtimulated; that they fol- 
lowed him, --- not to hear his inſtructive Dif- 
courſes, but to be fed with the Loaves !--- Hz faw 
te märtherous Fhtentions of the Phariſees; while 
they were only hatching them in their dark Bo- 
foms-!---He knew Judas to be a Traytor, in 
ſpite- of all his artful Diſguiſes, and ſpecious Hy- 
poeriſy ! --- Others looked upon him as a holy 
Preacher, and as a Saint of the firſt Rank; but 
He perceived, and pronounced him to be a De- 
vil, long before the * Nalure broke out 6 
. —— 
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Again, The Scriptures declare, that the Heart of 
Man is in the Hand of the Lord; that the Preparati- 
ons of the Heart of Man are of the Lox D IEHo- 
VAH; that GOD only cangive a new Heart, andcre- 
ate a right Spirit auithin Men.---But how often has 
Chriſt done this, aa thereby evinced Himſelf to 
be that OUNIPOTENT BEING, to whom 
nothing is impoſſible? Did HE not turn the 
Hearts of all the Diſciples to his bleſſed Self, 
only with a -Word.---Did HE not engage them 
to leave their Kindreds and Parents; to quit their 
own Home ;---to abandon their Trade,---and, re- 
linquiſh all that they had in the World, on pur- 
poſe to follow Him, whereſoever HE went ?--- 
How did He prevail with them to make this ab- 
ſolute Renunciation ?---Did HE uſe powerful 
Perſuaſives, and enticing Arguments? No! 
He only ſpeaks, and it is done.---Follow me, Hz 
cries; and immediately they throw up all their 
worldly Intereſts,---bid Adieu to their neareſt 
Relations, and reſign all that is valuable in this 
Life l- HE ſpeaks, and the Ties of Nature drop 
off ;---the Bonds of natural Affection are diſſolv- 
ed; Children forſake their Parents, and cleave 
unto a ſtranger !---'T'was' only a Word but a 
Word clothed with OmnieoTENCY; ſuch a Word 
as that ALL creating Word, which ſaid in the Be- 
ginning, Let there be Light, and there was Light; 
Let there be a World, and a World there was! 


Again, | 


i. 
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Again, Did not a Look from our Lord's Eye, 
renew the Heart of Zaccheus ?---The Holy Scrip- 
tures repreſent Him as an Oppreſſor, and Extor- 
tioner: One who made it his Buſineſs to grind 
the Faces of the Poor, and raiſe himſelf a Fortune 
by all Manner of unjuſt Practices. One would 
almoſt deſpair of recalling ſo egregious a Sinner. 
A Sinner, that was hardened jn Villainy, and a 
Veteran in Iniquity.---But, behold, a Glance 
from Chriſt's Eye converts him! He climbed the 
Tree a Sinner, and came dewn the Tree a ne 
Creature: A compaſſionate and powerful Lock 
from the Sun of Righteouſneſs renewed the Tem- 
per of his Soul, juſt as the viſible Sun renews the 
Face of the Earth, when it riſes glorious, in the 
Months of Spring.---The moſt eloquent Orators 
have often complained of the Hardneſs of Men's 
Hearts; even Jſaiah himſelf, the moſt ſublime, and 
pathetic, I ſuppoſe, that ever pleaded for GOD, 
and Goodneſs ; he even complains of the Inſenſi- 
bility of Men's Minds, how unaffected they were 
with his Doctrine; yea ſteeled againſt his Threat- 
nings, and deaf to his Perſuaſions, inſomuch, that 
they could make no Impreſſions upon them,---But 
what that glorious Prophet could not effect, with 
all the Force of Language, divine and inſpired 
Language; behold! the bleſſed IEsus accompliſhes 
with a piercing View from his Eye.---Oh the un- 


known Power of J=sus CuRIST! To turn the 
C Heart, 


Sh, 
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Heart, the obdurate, ſinful Heart ; and only with 
a Look! Who can deny Him the Glory of the 
GODHEAD, who thus poſſeſſes the unalienable 
Attribute, and exerciſes the unparallelled Power 
of the GODHEAD ?---His Eye ſees through the 
diſguiſed Heart !---His Eye reforms the vicious 
Heart, His Eye does all theſe Things, and is it 
not Divine? 

Oh! that we who have heard, may alſo experi- 
ence the Power of it! That CHRISH would caſt 
down a powerful Look upon us all, and ſend us 
very one to our Houſes new Men: ſend Home 
the Proud humble! the Ignorant enlightened, the 
Careleſs awakened, and quickened. 

To conclude, We have ſeen our Lox D JEsvus 
CaRisT's abſolute, and unlimited Dominion over 
the Kingdoms of Nature, the Powers of Hell, and 
the Hearts of Men.---We have ſeen Him healing 
ſuch bodily Diſeaſes as were to us incurable,--- 
Quelling the tumultuous Winds, and calming the 
tempeſtuous Seas, which are to us yet more un- 
controulable.---Diſpoſſefſing Devils, which are of 
all malicious Beings, moſt formidable.---We have 
beheld HIM, looking Souls into newneſs of Life. 
---Speaking Tempeſts into an immediate Calm. 
Touching inveterate Diſtempers into perfect 
Health; commanding Devils from human Bodies, 
and human Bodies from the Putrefaction of the 
Grave. And can we forbear, oh! can we any 

longer 
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longer forbear falling at his Knees, and crying 
out with Thomas, My Lorp, and My Gon? 
We have heard Him foretelling remote Contin- 
gencies; - diſcovering the Secrets of Futurity; 
and is not this the OMNISCIENT GOD ?--- 
We have heard Him diſpenſing Pardon to guilty 
Sinners, cancelling the Debts of Men, and Books 
of Heaven; and is not this the OUNIPOTENT 
GOD ?---Yes? Tis undoubtedly ſo! It cannot 
be otherwiſe,---Theſe are as unequivocal Proofs 
of His Divinity; as his ſleeping and waking arg 
Evidences of His Manhood !---He that 

Works all Manner of Miracles, 

Foretells Things to come, 

That forgives Sins, 

That knows the Heart, and changes it too, 
muſt be GOD, the true, everlaſting, and infi- 
nite GOD.--- | 

Let me now earneſtly intreat you to lay deep 
in your Memories this glorious Truth, and the 
convincing Arguments that ſupport it.---Medi- 
tate on them.---Let them ſink deep into your 
Hearts; imprint them in lively CharaQters never 
to be effaced.---So ſhall we be better prepared for 
the further Proſecution, and the practical Im- 
provement of this important SubjeQ, if we live to 
another Lord's Day.---Or if our Days be num- 
bered, and our Souls required before another Sab- 

C2 bath 
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bath approaches, we ſhall quit the World, with 
leſs Reluctance, and enter into Eternity with 
more Readineſs, if we always remember that our 
REDEEMER is ſupreme.--- That our R E- 
DEEMER is the GOD that will judge us, and 
diſpoſe of us everlaſtingly ; not according to our 
own Worthineſs, but according to his own rich, 
and ſuperabundant Mercies; thoſe Mercies, which 
he moſt illuſtriouſly, moſt maryellouſly diſplayed, 
when GOD was manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtified 
in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentile World, believed on in the World, and 
received up into Glory, | 
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Titus I. 3. GOD ou SAVIOR. 


ID I know any Subject of greater Glory, 
or of equal Importance; I ſhould not de- 
fire your Conſideration a third, and fourth Time, 
on the Divinity of JESUS CHRIST.—But 
there is no Doctrine of Chriſtianity, that ſo well 
deſerves our admiring Attention=no Point of 
Faith that we have ſo much need to be grounded 
and rivetted in None that diſplays the terrible, 
and amiable Attributes of the everlaſting GOD 
like this!—None that gives ſuch a Dignity to 
Chriſtian Religion ;—and declares the ineftimable 
Worth of the human Soul like this! None yields 
ſo dreadful a View of GOD's inexorable Juſ- 
tice ;-—or ſo ſweet a View of his infinitely tender 
Compaſſions None can flaſh ſuch Terror into 
the Heart of an obdurate Sinner, or pour ſuch 
Conſolation into the Heart of a drooping Peni- 
tefit !==None ſo exalts the GREAT REDEE- 
C 3 MER; 
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MER; fo debaſes fallen Man; —ſo powerfully 
promotes the Practice of true Holineſs— But, 
hold Let Mx not attempt to ſet forth the ſu- 
pereminent Excellency, and Uſefulneſs of this 
glorious Truth !--Lips cannet ſpeak it!—Eter- 
nity will not diſcover it!—Let us rather proceed 
according to our firſt Purpoſe to conſider ſome 
of the other Arguments, which prove and illuſ- 
trate it — Though in ſtrict Equity there is need 
of no other Proof, than the Words of my Text. 
Let it be inſtead of a thouſand Arguments 
that Scripture, unerring, infallible Scripture, 
has declared that Gop is our SavioR.—All the 
Powers of Hell are unable to blot out this from 
the Bible Why then ſhould any Cavils of Men 
be able to eraſe the Belief of it from our Hearts ? 
But to proceed, — The Divinity of our Loxu 
Ixsus ChRisr is evident, 
II. From the Honors that were paid Him. 
III, From the Nature of His Mediatorial 


Office. 


II. From the Honors paid Him. 
I. By Men on Earth. 

11, By all Nature at his Death. 
III. By all the Angels in Heaven. 


1. Our LORD JESUS CHRIST"s Divinity 


is evident from Honors paid Him by Men on 
| 2 Earth, 


The Diviniy of CHRIST, 23 


Earth.— How often do We find People falling 
down before Him, and worſhipping Him ?— 
How often do the Apoſtles call Him Gop ?— 
How often do the Prophets give Him that honor- 
able Title? — What does Thomas mean by his 
devout Acknowlegement, when throwing Him- 
ſelf at the Feet of JIESsus CHRISTH in a Poſture 
of Adoration, He cries out, My LorD, anD 
My GoD?—What can Saint John mean, when 
He ſays— TR Word was Gopr?—When He 
attributes the Creation of all Things to Him; 
and declares that not a ſingle Being was made 
without Him ?—Why does St. Paul cry out with 
Admiration,—Great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
GoD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH? — What 
Gop ?—Why the great Go, the infinite Gop, 
_ undoubtedly !—Tis this, and this only, that 
makes His Incarnation, ſo unconceivable a Myſ- 
tery, —otherwiſe there would be nothing ſo inex- 
preſſibly ſtrange in it. Why are Infants bap- 
tized in Chriſt's Name, as well as in the Name 
of the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt? Did We 
piouſiy, or innocently devote our tender Offspring 
to Him in this folema Manner, if He were not 
really, truly, ſtrictly Gop It would be Ido- 
latry to offer ſlain Bullocks, or bleeding Goats 
at his Altar, if He were not the TRUE, the 
GREAT Jenovan;—and ſure it would be a 
more crying * to dedicate our Children to 
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His Service in the everlaſting Covenant, if Hz 
were not the true, the great JEHOVAH.— 


What means that. apoſtolical Benediction, which 


is the Cloſe of almoſt every Epiſtle?—The Grace 
of our Lord JEsuS CHRIST, and the Love of 
Gop, and the Communion of the HoLy GHOST, 
be with You all evermore—Amen? Is not 
CHurisT here ſent on an equal Footing, with 
the uncreated Gop, and the SPIR1T that pro- 
ceedeth from Him ?— Does not the whole Bent 
of the ſacred Writings honor the Sow, as they 
honor the FATHER ?—Do not Perſons inſpired,. 
and uninſpired, Prophets, and Apoſtles confeſs, 
his GODHEAD ?—Does not the whole Church, 
throughout all the World acknowlege his Divi- 
nity ?—Yes !—They unanimouſly pay Him di- 
vine W orſhip,---aſcribe unto Hrmdivine Honors, 
and ſo unanimouſly allow His Divine Nature. 


IT. The Divinity of the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST is evident frum the Honors paid Hiny 
by all Nature at His Death.---Even when He 
hung upon the Croſs---numbered,---but, not an 
Accomplice with Tranſgreſſors !---In that laſt 
Degree of His Humiliation, what clear Demons. 
rations of His GODHEAD, may an impar- 
tial Obſerver diſcern,--- Oh! how did His Divi- 
nity, break thro” theſe thick Clouds, and illuſtri- 
ouſly diſplay itſelf !---Hz appeared to be GOD 

* over 
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ever all, bleſſed for ever, when He ſtood con- 
demned with the vileſt of Men; and was made 
a Criminal for our Sakes |---Hark !--- How He 
comforts the penitent Thiefl- With what a juſt 
Aſſurance He promiſes Him an Admiſſion into 
Paradiſe!---Behold, the wonderful SUFFERER 
---Glorious, moſt ſublimely glorious, even in his 
Infamy !---Powerful, infinitely powerful, tho” 
erucified in Weakneſs !--- Behold Him diſpoſing: 
of the celeſtial Bliſs, even while He is bathed in 
his own Blood,—tore with Nails ; and expiring 
in Torments !-—-Thoſe Hands, which were faſt- 
ened with Irons to the fatal Tree,—thoſe Hands: 
ſnatched a poor Soul from the very Jaws of De- 
ſtruction, and opened to Him the Gates of Bliſs ? 
—W ho can this be that hath the Keys of Hea- 
ven, and Dominion over the Devil? Who can 
this be, — but the King of Glory—the Lord oF 
Hosts, the Gop, and Ruler of all Things! 
Behold alſo the whole Creation ſympathizing 
with his Sufferings, — The Rocks rending at his 
bitter Cry !—The Graves open when Hz ſinks. 
in Death The Vail of the Temple is tore aſun- 
der, when the filver Cord of his Life is Iooſed . 
The Sun withdraws at the Horror of his Agonies, . 
and leaves the aſtoniſhed World in Darkneſs !— : 
And is not this the great Gop ?—Did ever the 
whole Face of Nature go into mourning for any, 


but its CREATOR ?. The Centurion before an. 
Infidel, 
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Infidel, now becomes a Believer !—He now is 
convinced of the Divinity of the BLEssED Jesvs : 
— Theſe aſtoniſhing unheard of Events, overcome 
bis Prejudices.—He ſmites upon his Breaſt, and 
full of Wonder proclaims aloud, © Truly this was 
cc the So OF Gop.” — The Declaration of Dio- 
nyſius is well known, and yet well worthy to be 
repeated on the Occaſion.---That Philoſopher 
obſerved the prodigious Eclipſe, that attended our 
REDEEMER's Crucifixion, and affirmed, that 
either Nature was diſſolving, or the GOD of 


Nature dying.---Here we ſee the very Elements 


recognizing the Suffering Savior's Divinity, 
and ſpeak terribly His GopHeAD in fearful Pro- 
digies. The very Heathens ſmite with the pro- 
digious Sights, join in the Acknowlegements, and 
proclaim Him very Gop, oF 'vERY Gon. 


III. The Divinity of our LoxD Jzsus CHRIST, 
is evident from the Honors paid Him by the An- 
gels in Heaven.—-Could I clear the Skies, and 
ſhew You the Tranſactions of the celeſtial World; 
hat a Flood of Conviction would break upon 
your Souls ?---Oh! could the Man of Arian 
Principles behold the divine Honors, that are 
offered to the bleſſed Loxp Jesvs in the Regions 
of Life, and Immortality.--- There, all the hea- 
venly Hoſts render Him their inceſſant Tribute 


of Homage, and Adoration.---There's no Ambi- 
| tion, 
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tion, no Strife among thoſe bleſſed Spirits; 
but who ſhall fall loweſt at his Footſtool, or raiſe 
their Voices higheſt in His Praiſes.---Gop has 
proteſted with his own awful Mouth, that Hs - 
Honours HE will not give to another.--- Yet Hm 
has commanded the holy Angels to worſhip the 
Loxp JEsvs !--- What then can we conclude--- 
from this Proteſtation, and this Command but 
that Gop, the FaTHER, and the ever bleſſed 
Son are one ?--- That the LoxgD JEHovaAn, and 
the Lord IEsus are the ſame undivided glorious 
GODHEAD !---That whatever is done to the 
one, is done to the other,---Let all the Angels - 
of GOD worſhip Him, faith the Holy Ghoſt.--- 
O wonderful Words !---So glorious is a ſingle 
' Aggel, that when one of theſe illuſtrious Beings 
appeared to St. John ;---ſtruck with a reverential 
Awe, He fell proſtrate, to the Earth, and would 
have adored him !---O think then, think again, 
and again, how glorious the BLESSED JEsus is, 
who is worſhipped, by unnumbered Armies of 
theſe Godlike Creatures !---I beheld, ſaith St. 
John in the Revelations, and J heard a Voice of 
many Angels round about the Throne, and the 
Beaſts, and the Elders, and the Number of them 


was ten thouſand Times ten thouſand ; and 


thouſands of thouſands, ſaying with a loud 
Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 


Honor 
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Honor and Glory, and Bleſſing. — And every Creature 
which is in Heaven, and on Earth, and under the 
Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that are 
in them, heard I ſaying —Bleſſing, and Honor, and 
Glory, and Power, be unto Him that ſitteth upon the 
Throne, and unto the LAMB for ever and ever *. 
Loet the Deiſt hear this, and tremble !---Let the 
Chriſtian hear this, and rejoice !---The LAB 
that was ſlain, is the Object of univerſal Adora- 
tion !--- Heaven reſounds with His Praiſes ! The 
Harps of Cherubim and Seraphim are tuned to 
celebrate His Perfections! Thrones and Domini- 
ons, Principalities and Powers bow to our exalted 
REDEEMER, and lay all their Crowns at H1s Feet! 

Let us now ſum up our Evidence, and take a 
ſuceinct View of the Glories, the divine Glories 
of JIEsus CHRIST I- - -The Proofs, the inconteſ- 
tible Proofs of His great Divinity. -See, the 
Winds obeying Him ;---the raving Tempeſts 
revering his Words ;- the raging Seas ſinking 
into a Calm at His awful Command: All Man- 
ner of Diſeaſes vaniſhing at His ſacred Touch: 
---Legions of Devils departing, and quitting their 
long poſſeſſed Habitation at His Rebuke l- The 
Dead, yea, the putrifying Carcaſes ariſing at his 
Call, and returning to vigorous Life !--- See 
Him exerciſing His prophetic Power,---pene- 
trating the moſt diſtant Events; and laying open 

Rev. v. 12, 13. 
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the Secrets of Futurity !---See Him fitting on a 
Throne of Mercy, and forgiving Sins !---Can- 
celling our Debts, and obliterating our Guilt; 
croſſing the Books of Heaven---and ſealing a 
Pardon to offending Man !---See Him, not only 
looking into the Secrets of the Heart; but re- 
vealing them with his Eye; telling them, as well 
as diſcerning them, with a piercing Glance !--- 
See Him, honoured as Gop, by the wiſeſt and 
holieſt Men on Earth,---by the inſpired Wri- 
ters, and univerſal Church !---See Him, ho- 
noured at his Death, by rending Rocks, open- 
ing Graves,---a darkened Sun, and the Con- 
feſſions of Heathens !---See HIM, in his heavenly 
Kingdom filling the Throne of unapproachable 
Glory,---honoured by all the Hoſts of Angels, 
and adored by the innumerable Company of glo- 
rified Spirits,---See, conſider, and weigh all this ; 
and then tell me, whether this Jesus can be any 
other than GOD, the uncreated GOD, who is 
over all, bleſſed for ever 1---Is not He Gop, 
who has the Keys of the Grave? Who holds 
the Sceptre of univerſal Nature? Who has the 
infernal Spirits in a Chain? And receives the 
Homage of all created Beings ?---Yes !--- T his 
is a true Saying,---worthy of all Acceptation— 
proved beyond all Contradiction, that the ſame 
Jzsus who came into the World to ſave Sinners, 
is the only livipg, and true Gop | *Tis impoſ- 

| ible 
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{ible for Words to expreſs—for Thoughts to 
conceive a more comfortable, joyous Truth !— 
And I think it is equally impoſſible for any 
Truth to receive a more various, more ſtrong, 
more irrefragable Confirmation ! 


5 S ERM ON 
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SERMON IV. 
The Divinity of CHRIST. 


Titus I. 3. GOD oux SAVIOR. 


NCE more let me reſume this noble Subject. 
We ſhall then ceaſe to diſcourſe publicly 
upon it.—But, oh] may We never, never ceaſe 
to meditate on it with all the Attention of an 
humble, grateful, wondering Mind.—I would 
not ſuſpect my dear Hearers, to be weary of ſo 
glorious a Topic, — I know, and am ſure, they 
that meditate on the Divinity of their dying 
SAVIOR, Cannot be wearied with the repeated 
Contemplation of it !--- They will rather come 
with augmented Pleaſure, to every renewed Con- 
templation of it l- The more "tis underſtood ; 
the more it aſtoniſhes, and raviſhes !--- New 
Charms, new Glories, new Comforts are con- 
tinually opening themſelves to the muſing Mind! 


ooo U 


32 The Divinity of C. H R 1ST. 


---Oh! that We may henceforth ſeriouſly conſi- 
der it!—Then You will not wonder that the 
Preacher inſiſted on it ſo often; but rather won- 
der that it ſhould be ever out of his Mouth, or 
your Thoughts ! 

I come to the laſt Thing propoſed, name] ly, 


III. That our * Jesus CursT's Divi- 
nity is evident from the Nature of his mediatorial 
Office, —T his mediatorial Office required that 
HE ſhould 

I. Bear the Wrath of GOD. 

II. Make full Atonement for the Sins of Men, 
and 

III. Sanctify their depraved fallen Nature 
None of which could be performed by any 
created Being. 


I. The Divinity of the Lox p Jesvs CHRIST 
is evident from His bearing the Wrath of GOD! 
— This the mediatorial Office required But 
could a Creature do it ?—As well might a feeble 
Feather ſupport the tottering World. —W hy, all 
the Heavens are to GOD as Nothing and Vanity! 
— The Earth trembles at the Look of Him I—If 
He do but touch the Mountains, they ſhall 
ſmoke !—And could a Creature endure his fierceſt 
Wrath ?—His Wrath hurled Legions of apoſtate 
Spirits, from the Heights of Heaven to the 


Depths of Hell! And could a Creature, a mere 
Creature 
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Creature ſtand uncruſhed under it? No more 
than the aſpen Leaf could arreſt the ſtripping 
Whirlwind in its Courſe No more than the 
Spiders Web could ſtand firm, and impregnable 
againſt a Battery of Cannon !—Alas ! were the 
nobleſt Creatures that are made, that can be made; 
were they all to interpoſe between us, and the 
Sword of vengeful Juſtice, it would cut its eaſy 
Way through all their Hearts, and drink the 
Blood of the Saints.—Tell me, ye Angels, that 
excel in Strength, could Ye have born the aveng- 


ing Arm of OmnieoTENnce ? Durſt the boldeſt 6 


Seraphs have attempted this vaſt Enterprize ?— 
Alas! the fierce Anger of the AL MIOHTY would 
have conſumed them as Tow, and burnt them 
up as Stubble !---'Tis well then, my Soul, 
'tis well for thee, and thy Fellow Tranſgreſſors, 
that thy MepriaToR was divine !--- Otherwiſe, 
thou wouldſt till have been the Object of eternal 
Vengeance.---And, 'tis ſure, O my Soul, *tis 
equally ſure, that thy MepriaToR is divine, 
otherwiſe HE could never have ſuſtained the 
Severity of inexorable Juſtice, and have accom- 
pliſhed it all for Us. | 


II. The ſame Divinity is proved from Hrs 
making full Atonement for the Sins of Men !--- 
Sin is a Breach of the divine Law; and nothing 
but a divine Satisfaction can atone for it,---Sin 


"+ D is 
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is an Offence againſt an infinite Majeſty ; and 
therefore cannot be remitted, without an infinite 
Reconciliation !---No Creature, no, not the high- 
eſt, and moſt exalted could expiate ſuch a Crime,. 
or atone for ſuch a Provocation!--- The Life of 
the nobleſt Creature is of a contracted, ſcanty 
Value,---it bears no Manner of Proportion to- 
the enormous, unknown Malignity of Sin !--- 
Beſides the Life of a Creature is not its own !- 
It is GOD's Property.---So that ſhould the 
whole Race of Beings lay down their Lives; 
ſhould they all become bleeding Victims for 
Mankind, it would only be reſigning what was 
none of their own :---Nothing more than giving 
up to GOD, what was H:s own before!---HE 
would be under no Obligation to His depending 
Creatures for offering themſelves; but they would 
be under the greateſt Obligation to+ the Divine 
Goo Ess for any Enjoyment of themſelves! 
---It is impoſſible for the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats; or for the Sufferings of any finite Being 
to take away vins!---They cannot cance] one 
Tranſgreſſion! They cannot make Reparation 
to GOD's Holineis, for the leaſt Violation of 
it!---But CHRIST has made full Satisfaction! 
---HE is the Laws of GOD, that taketh away 
the Sins---not of one offending Mortal, but of 
a whole offending World !-- His Death is a per- 
fect Propitiation, not for one Iniquity-— not for 


4 
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the unnumbered Iniquities of one Man; but 
. the Sins and Iniquities of the whole Race of 

ankind !---"Tis ſufficient to ſatisfy for them 
all, if by a lively Faith they lay hold on it. 

Bags then how great that Perſon muſt be who 
could expiate the Guilt of Millions and Millions 
of Sinners!---Whoſe propitiating Blood could 
atone for numberleſs Offences, and purify a whole 
World of Offenders !---Behold now the bleſſed 
Jesvs atoning for Sins :--- Atoning for all Man- 
ner of Sins and Blaſphemies, which Men com- 
mit---atoning for the unnumbered Sins of every 
ſingle Believer---atoning for the more unnum- 
bered Sins of all Believers, in every Age and 
Generation---both thoſe that preceded, and thoſe 
that ſhall come after his Death !---Oh! conſider 
this, and tell me whether this HIGH PRIESH can 
be a Creature !- Tell me, whether it is poſſible 
for Him to be leſs than GOD !--- Sure that Blood 
muſt be divine, which is able to waſh away Guilt 
of all Kinds!---Sure the Merit of thoſe Sufferings 
muſt be infinite, ' which could anſwer the De- 
mands of infinite Juſtice !---Sure that Satisfae- 
tion muſt be more than infinite, which made as 
ample Reparation to the uncreated Holineſs as if 

the whole Race of Sinners had been eternally 
deſtroyed! 


III. The Divinity of our LORD JESUS 


CHRIST is evident from his ſanQifying o our 
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depraved Nature !---CHRITST, faith the Apoſtle, 
is made to his faithful People, Wiſdom, and Right® 
eouſneſs, and San Jification, and Redemption. Now 
conſider what Sanctification is, - -It is not a mere 
outſide Decency of Behavior l- ' Tis not a bare 
external Conformity to the Laws of Religion !--- 
*Tis an inward Purity; ſuch as removes, not 
varniſhes over the corrupt Nature l- Tis a 
hearty Love of GOD---an unfeigned Reſigna- 
tion, to his bleſſed Will! -A cordial Affection 
for all Mankind for our common Creator's Sake! 
— This State in Scripture is called a New Crea- 
ture! —To have this Change wrought in our 
Minds is ſtiled being born again !—Now, who. 
is it that can create this new Heart, but the all- 
powerful GOD ?—None but GOD did make Us 
living Creatures out of the Duſt of the Ground! 
And none but GOD, can make Us true Saints 
out of the Corruption of Sin.—Naturally We 
are dead in Freſpaſſes and Sins! Who then, or 
what can raiſe Us unto the Life of Righteouſneſs, 
and true Holineſs ?—Nothing, nothing but that 
divine Power, that divine Voice, which ſpoke - 
Lazarus from his Tomb, and the Widow's Son 
from his Bier. | 
Again, there is no ſuch Thing as Sanctifica- 
tion without the Communications of the Holy 
Ghoſt!—'Tis the peculiar Office of that bleſſed 
Spirit to ſanctify our Souls—nothing but the 
; Beams 
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Beams of His Light can expel the Darkneſs; — 
nothing but his cleanſing lufluences can purge 
away the Filthineſs of our diſord-red Souls! But 
who can impart this great, and glorious Gift but 
GOD ?—Who can ſend the third Perſon in the 
ever bleſſed Trinity but the ALMIGnTyY ?—Can 
any Creature commiſſion the ETERNAL SPIRIT 
to come down into our Hearts ?—Can any Crea- 
ture give a Charge to the ETERNAL CoMFoR- 
TER to take Poſſeſſion of our Hearis?—Oh! 
No!—David, and all holy Men have fought this 
Vouchſafement only from GOD !—T hey knew 
that as this Spirit proceeded only from GOD, fo 
GOD alone could beſtow it —But we find the 
BLESSED JE+Us promiſing to impart it before his 
Paſſion!—We find Him fulfilling the wonderful 
Promiſe after His Aſcention!—And can we 
doubt whether He be GOD, or not? He who 
diffuſes theſe divine Influences muſt ſurely be 
divine! TheApoſtles prayed that the Holy Ghoſt 
might fall upon their Converts; but CHRIST of 
his own Power gives Him to whomſoever HR 
will!— They implored it; but HE diſpenſes it 
They aſked it ſupplicantly; but He grants it 
authoritatively! 

We have executed our firſt Deſign, and ſhewed 
the Divinity of CHRIST, 

I. From the Miracles HE wrought. 

II. F rom the Honors which were paid HIxI. 

3 III. From 
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III. From the Nature of the mediatorial 
Office, ; 


Let me only add a practical Obſervation or 
two, and I have done 


I. The Divinity of Cyr1sT may convince Us 
of the extreme Guilt, and Depravity of fallen 
Man!—If it ſhould coſt thouſands of Gold, and 
unknown Quantities of coſtly Drugs to reſtore 
any One's Health we ſhould immediately ſay, 
Oh ! how ſtrangely, how inveterately was ſuch a 
Patient diſordered And may we not with equal 
Juſtice ſay, oh! how ſtrangely depraved was that. 
Nature, how miſerably fallen from GOD,— 
that ſh;uld want a MepiaTtor !—Oh! how 
loathſome, and odious that Soul !—How contrary 
to infinite Purity, that could not breathe out a 
Prayer with any Acceptance; without ſuch an | 
InTERCEssS0R to recommend it! 

Remember this abaſing Truth, and be hum- 
| bled! Thou art not fit to lift up the devouteſt 
Supplication, no, not on thy bended Knees to 
the Majeſty of Heaven, till the EVERLASTING 
SON, becomes thy bleeding Sacrifice below, and 
thy interceeding Advocate above!—Can we carry 
this in our Memory, and ſtill be conceited ! How 
deep was the Pollution, —how ſtrong the Stain 


of our Sins, ſince . but a Bath of Blood 
1 divine 
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divine could fetch them out, —Let Us ever re- 
member this, and be covered with inward Same! 
— Tis the ſtrongeſt Argument for a conſtant 
'Self-Abaſement!—'Tis the moſt powerful Motive 
to that Purity of Spirit which the Goſpel of 
Jesus CHRIST inculcates, and which has the 
Bleſſing of ſeeing GOD pronounced upon it. 


II. The Divinity of JESUS CHRIST, ſhews 
Vs the infinite immenſe Love of the glorious GOD / 
—One cannot think of it without Amazement! 
— We are loſt in Admiration to contemplate it! 
— When we conſider our own Meanneſs, and 
\GOD's inconceivable Greatneſs: And yet are 
aſſured that Fe took human Infirmities for our 
Sakes, that He cloathed HimsELF in mortal 
Clay for our Redemption, even for ours, who are 
No better than poor, polluted, breathing Duſt!— 
*Tis quite aſtoniſhing !—Stand in Amaze, Ye 
Heavens! Be wrapt in Wonder, O Earth !—And 
be tranſported with Joy, Oye Sons of Men! 
G0 D, even the infinite GOD, aſſumed our 
inferior Nature, and made His humble Abode, 
in our inferior World !\—All this HE ſubmitted to 
only to reconcile Us to HIMSELF !—Prodigi- 
ous Truth!— ' Tis really too big for our muſing 
Minds !— Words are altogether. unable to equal 
it!—One is ready to aſk the Angels to lend Us 
their celeſtial Eloquenge !— Admiration is the 

D 4 propereſt 
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propereſt Language toexpreſs it in H What! 
„ did Gop, the great GOD, the infinite GOD 
«© —did HE become a Mana Servant—a Sacri- 
* fice for me? For me, who am a Sinner Who 
am deſpiſed by many of my Fellow Mortals— 
* who, when my Eyes are opened cannot but 
& loathe, and abhor myſelf Let me think of 
& it again! For it cannot be admired enough !=- 
* Did the GODHEAD, the glorious, and ado- 
„ rable GODHEAD dwell in Fleſh and Blood 
&« for my Sake? Did He give that ſacred Fleſh 
© and Blood, to Smart and Infamy, and Torture 
„ for my Salvation ?—-Did GOD thus regard 
« Me in my low, my wicked, my undone Eſtate? 

&« Raviſhing Thought! Oh! that I had the Pe- 
& netration of the Cherubim, that I might dive 
4 into the Depths, and ſoar to the Heights of 
ce this moſt myſterious Love! Oh! that I had 
« the Heart of the Seraphim, that I might burn 
& with Love, and glow with Gratitude in ſome 
« Degree, becoming the infinite Obligation! 
« Oh! what ſhall we render to the Lok D for 


ee theſe his fupendous Benefits“ 


Laſtly, Let this great Truth, the Divinity of 
Jesvs CuRisT, be the general, godly Conſolation, 
and Joy of all!—Let not the rich Men glory in 
their Riches, but rather in the unutterable loving 


Kindneſs of Gop ALMIGHTY towards them !— 
| | Let 
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Let this be more pleaſing than all your Wealth 
that HEAVEN itſelf ſhould ſtoop, and be united to 
Duſt;—that the Divinity ſhould clothe itſelf 
in Your Fleſh, and Blood, and all to endow You 
with the Riches of Grace here, and the Riches 
of immortal Glory hereafter. 

Remember this, O ye poor Men, and rejoice. 
Though Ye are ſometimes deſpiſed, and not 
thought worthy to be ſet with the Dogs of the 
Flock; yet GOD bowed the Heavens, and came 
down to ſerve You!—Oh! what a Wonder to ſee 
the Lord of Glory, the King of Angels, bleeding 
for a poor Lazarus, that lies at the Door, and 
begs for Crumbs !—Your wealthy Neighbors, 
perhaps, might grudge to give a Piece of Gold 
out of their Purſes to relieve You, but Gop, 
the ſupreme Gop, gave His SON out of His 
Boſom to ſuffer for You!-—-HE that was coequal 
with the adorable Father, gave HiMsELF to die 
for You! Oh! let this exalt your Minds, and 
cheer your Souls!--Nevyer complain of your low 
Condition, but rejoice in the immenſe Humilia- 
tion of the ALMIGHTY in Your Behalf! 

Let Sinners, penitent, returning Sinners, re- 
member this, and be comforted ! Your Iniquities 
are many—Your Guilt is heinous;-—but your 
REDEEMER is infinite!—H1s divine Blood pleads 
louder for Pardon, than all your Tranſgreſſions 
can cry for Vengeance! Vour Corruptions, it is 

| probable, 
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probable, are ſtrong;—they are too mighty for 
You:—but Your REDEEMER is GoD!—Your 
SAvio, is the adorable IMMANUEL !—Thro' 
Him You may do great Ats!—Thro' Him, You 
may lead Your Captivity Captive, and triumph 
over thoſe Luſts which have hitherto enſlaved 
You at their Will !—Be of good Cheer, in the 
Lok your REDEEMER, and be ſtrong in the 
Power of his Might! 

But let perſiſting Sinners, remember this, and 
be ſtartled !—Oh! let them look, unto the divine 
Jesus, and fee what they are doing! You are 
running on in theſe Abominations, You make 
light of theſe Violation's of GOD's Law, which 


coſt the INCARNATE DEITY ſo much Agony 


and Blood If by wicked Lives You crucify the 
So of Gon a-freſh! If by Impenitence, and 
Unbelief, Vou reject the only Atonement; there's 
no Shelter for You when Gop's holy Diſpleaſure 
ariſes!—Nay, You will find that CHRIST, who is 
a Tower of Defence to others, will be a conſum- 
ing Fire to Vou!— This Stone, if You are not 
built upon it, in a holy Profeſſion, will grind You 
to Powder - CHRIST muſt be a Foundation to 
ſupport You, in a holy Faith, or elſe, will be a 
falling Ruin, to plunge You into Perdition.— 

Let the true Believer remember this, and be 
repleniſhed with abundant Joy! You know, my 
Beloved, whom You have believed! Your Faith 
| and 
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and Truſt are in GOD!—If indeed CHRIST was 
not Almighty, You were yet in your Sins!—Hts 
Expiation would be void, and inſignificant, and 
all your bright, everlaſting Hopes ſunk at once !— 
But the reviving Doctrine, is as ſure as Words 
can make it! The ſame Voice, -that ſet faſt the 
Mountains, and upholds the Univerſe, has founded 
it, —nor can the Gates of Hell, overthrow it 
Come then, let Us boldly make the glorious 
Venture!—Let us ſtake, our ALL, our eternal 
ALL upon it! With a joyful Confidence, .let Us 
embark our Souls, and their immortal Intereſts 
on this Bottom !—Be they all loſt—let them all 
periſh, if our REDEEMER be not GoD!—We 


deſire no better Security for our Salvation, than 
the GODHEAD of our SAVIOR. 
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SE ROMEO Wy 
On REPENTANCE. 


Mark VI. 12. They went out and preached that 
Men ſhould REPENT. 


HE greateſt and moſt ckeellont Preachers 

tat ever appeared in the World, were John 

the Baptiſt, our bleſſed Savior, and his twelve 
Apoſtles. *Tis very remarkable, that the firſt 
Subject they all diſcourſed upon, the firſt Duty 
they all recommended, was REPENTANCE. This 
they urg'd not in a Corner, or among the little 
Circle of their Acquaintance, but throughout all 
the Land of Juiea; in the larger Towns as well 
as in the ſmaller Villages; to Perſons. of each Sex, 
of every capable Age, and in every Station of 
Life. Indeed, in all Places, and to all the Peo- 
ple. From the former of theſe Obſervations we 
learn the great Neceſſity of Repentance. From 
the latter, that it is neceſſary for every Quality, 
Rank, and Condition. Both which are fo often 
declar'd in holy Scripture, that there is no one 
2 who 
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who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, but readily acknow- 
ledges it to be a moſt obligatory Duty. 

But the Misfortune is, People are apt to miſtake 
its Nature; and to content themſelves with the 
Shadow inſtead of the Subſtance of Repentance. 
If they ſometimes examine themſelves, and feel a 
ſlight Sorrow for their Sins; if they are conſcious 
that they have made Confeſſion, and aſked Pardon 
of the LORD ; they preſently imagine themſelves 
to have done all that is required. But this No- 
tion is a Deluſion of the Devil's, and theſe Men 
deceive themſelves. And if they reſt fatisfied 
with this mean Attainment, their very Repent- 
ance is to be reckoned among their Offences. 
Yea, their very Repentance muſt be repented of, 
elſe that which they fondly fancy their Security, 
will betray them to utter Ruin. 

To prevent therefore this fatal Error; and that 
We may not fall into any Mis-apprehenſions in 
a Matter of ſuch Moment, I ſhall endeavour to 
explain the true Nature of faving Repentance, 
And ſhew You what that was which the Apoſtles 
taught, when They went out, and preached that Men 
ſhould repent. This, I think, may be compre- 
hended under the four following Particulars, 

I. Conviction, or a Senſe of Sin. 

II. Contrition, or a Sorrow for Sin, 

III. A Renunciation, or an entire forſaking of 
all Sin. 

IV. 
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IV. A conſtant, unremitted Endeavour to ful- 
All all Righteouſneſs, 

Of each of theſe I ſhall diſcourſe in their Order. 
And humbly beg of all my Hearers, to liſten with 
a Concern and Attention proportionable to the 
Importance of the Subject. Remembring that 
the Judge of Quick and Dead has folemnly de- 
elared, That except ye Repent, Ye ſhall All 
hkewiſe periſh, 


I. Conviction, i. e. a clear Sight, or a feeling 
Senſe of our Sinfulneſs. Without this it is im- 
poſſible to repent aright, Whoever fancies him- 
felf to be righteous, as did the ſpiritually proud 
Phariſee, he is as far from being a Penitent, as 
the Joy of a Feſtival, is from-the Lamentation of 
a Funeral, The firſt Step to be taken by the 
Sinner is to ſee his Sinfulneſs, and the Puniſh- 
ment due unto it: In order to this, he ſadly 
reflects upon his original Guilt. The Corrup- 
tion he brought with him from the Womb. He 
remembers the Declaration of the Pſalmiſt*, 
That he was born in Sin, and in Iniquity did his 
Mother conceive him. Hs knows the ſure Truth 
of this by woeful Experience, For what elſe has 
bis whole Life been, but a continual Proof 
thereof? His Blindneſs to perceive, and his Back- 
wardneſs to purſue Good ; His Inclination to, 

* Pf, U. 5, 


and 
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and unhappy Reliſh of, that which is Evil: And 
all this felt from his Childhood, make it evident, 
that he was a Rebel againſt GOD, from the firſt 
Breath he drew. That this ſpiritual Treaſon 
againſt the King of Kings was hereditary, and 
ran in his Blood. Man was created in Righte- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs. But where or how 
has this appeared in Him? When, at what Period 
of his Life did this Image of the living GOD 
ſhine forth in his Soul ?—lIn no part of his Life 
this, but throughout the whole the contrary was 
manifeſt, — Hle ſees that this alone is enough to 
ſeparate him from the Favor of GOD; and that 
for this Cauſe the Anger of the LORD n 
upon the Sons of Men. 

But this is not all: No more than a very little 
Degree of his Miſery. If the unavoidable De- 
pravity of his Nature renders him a Child of 
Wrath; the wilfull Diſobedience of his Practice 
renders him tenfold more ſo. He has neglected 
what Gop commands, and done what Gop for- 
bids. Yea, many times his Prayers and Inſtances 
of Obedience, have, thro' the unworthy Manner 
of their Performance, been abominable. He has 
ſinn'd by impure Thoughts, vile and carnal Af- 
fections, wicked Words, and ungodly Deeds. 
He ought to have preſerv'd a Purity of Heart, of 
Deſire, of Inclination, But alas! he has not fo - 


much as maintained an outward Righteouſneſs of 
Converſation. 
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Converſation. He ought to have paid an uniform 
Obedience to the whole Will of the LORD. 
But inſtead of that he has ſwerv'd in almoſt every 
Particular of his Duty, Nor have theſe Tranſ- 
greſſions been owing to Ignorance, but to a con- 
temptuous Diſregard of the divine Will; to a 
Love of Pleaſure and of the World, prevailing 
above the Love of GOD. Neither have they 
been ſingle Acts, or ſudden Slips, but repeated, 
deliberate, continued in. Tis likely they have 
been committed againſt ſeveral ſolemn Reſolu- 
tions, and Vows of Amendment. *Tis certain 
they have been committed againſt the Judgment 
of his own Mind; againſt the Admonitions of 
Conſcience; in ſpite of the many Chaſtiſements 
inflicted on Him, the many Mercies vouchſafed 
to Him, and all-the various Methods taken by 
Providence to reclaim Him. 

Theſe, with their horrible Aggravations, au- 
merous and formidable as an Army with Banners, the 
repenting Sinner deſcrys (et in Array againſt him- 
felf. And Oh! what Harm have they done him? 
With what Miſchief do they threaten him ? They 
have already diſordered and defil'd his Soul, ſo as 
nothing but the precious Blood of CH MIS can 
cleanſe it; nothing but his holy Spirit can rectify 
it. They haveenſlav'd it to the Devil; ſubjected 
it both to his Dominion, and his Likeneſs, ſo as 
nothing but Almighty Grace can reſcue or reſtore 

E _ 
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it. If he has not Vexation in his Heart, Pain 
in his Limbs; ill Succeſs in his Undertakings ; 
Deſtruction and Unhappineſs in all his Ways, 
it is entirely owing to the undeſerved Goodneſs, 
and unwearied long-ſuffering of GOD. He 
has deſerved theſe, and Viſitations a thouſand 
Times ſeverer. He has deſerved to be rejected 
by the LORD, to be forſaken by his holy 
Spirit; to have his Name blotted out of the 
Book of Life. A hardened Heart, a reprobate 
Mind, a ſeared Conſcience (the moſt fearful 
Calamities in the World) are the due Deſert of 
his Deeds. Nay, GOD wou'd do him no 
wrong, if he ſhould totally abandon him to his 
own Luſts; and give him over to the Devil, to 
be led Captive by him at his Will. 

This is the Portion of the Sinner from GOD 
in this Life. And if he extends his Views into 
that eternal one, that will quickly begin; O! 
what Scenes of Horror, what Floods of fiery 
Vengeance wait to receive him! Heaven is for- 
feited by his Iniquity, and the Fulneſs of Joy 
loſt. The wretched Man cut off from the 
bleſſed Society of Saints and Angels, and ba- 
niſhed from the Light of GOD's Countenance. 
A moſt ſad and deplorable Loſs this! But O 
that Completion of Woe, that Conſummation of 
Miſery, which is making ready for him in the 
bottomleſs Pit! How can we think of it with- 
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but Trembling and Aſtoniſhment? There, the 
Worm never dies, The Fire is never quenched. 
There, the accurſed Criminals lie in the Hell 
like Sheep, Death, the ſecond Death, eternal 
Death gnaweth upon them. There, the fierce 
Anger of the LORD is ſharpened for a Sword, 
to execute Vengeance inſupportable and ever- 
laſting. Such, and ſo perilous is the Condition 
of the Ungod)y. If he look backward, he finds 
himſelf a heinous Tranſgreſſor. If he look in- 
ward, he finds himſelf grievouſly corrupt. If 
he look forward, he diſcerns the all-powerful 
GOD making ready for him the Inftruments 
of Death,” : 

Now it is the Beginning of Repentance, to be 
made ſenſible that this is our own Caſe, and that 
the Piflure which has been drawing exactly reſembles 
6. That we have been ſuch heinous Tranſ- 
greſſors, that we ate thus grievouſly corrupt, and 
that the never-ending Torments are our proper 
Wages. Are you ſtartled, ſurpriz'd, or terrificd 
at this? Why then there is Hope, Not that 
You will be ſafe if You continue as You ate. 
But there is Hope, that the LORD is going to 
work a good Work on your Souls. Do not 
obſtruct his Operation, nor defeat his Deſign, 
Cheriſh the dark Thoughts a while, and at 
length Light will ſpring up. Ruminate on your 
miſerable State; and that will diſpoſe You to 

E 2 - 
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© aneffeCtual Diſcharge of the remaining Branches 
© of true Repentance. ; 

But if there be any among You, that do not 
© perceive me to have been ſpeaking of them. 
* Or if they do perceive that I have had them in 
© View, but imagine me to have miſtaken my 
© Men. Theſe Perſons are, of all others, the 
© moſt hopeleſs and incureable. They are not 
© only ſunk deep in the aforementioned Sin and 
© Miſery ; but have an inſenſible and deſtructive 
$ Ignorance added to all the reſt, They are mor- 
© tally wounded, and think themſelves whole : 
Sick unto Death, and imagine themſelves well. 
© All that I can do for ſuch Perſons is, to lift up. 
© my Voice in Supplication for them, as the Pro- 
* phet did for his Servant, „LORD, I pray 
„Thee, open their Eyes that they may ſee.” | 
But for You, who are convinc'd, that Ye are 
indeed Sinners; and ſo, ſubject to the Wrath of 
GOD; let me lead You on to that acceptable 
Repentance, which will reinſtate You in his Fa- 
vor, and by that Means in all deſireable Happineſs, 

After we ſee our Sin, the odious and abomi- 
nable Nature; the bitter and pernitious Fruits of 
it, then there follows a Sorrow for it. After 
Conviction cometh 


* 


IT. Contrition. Which is a ſecond Ingredient 
of true Repentance. No wonder the Sinner was 
unconcerned 
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unconcerned and obdurate, ſo long as his Eyes 
were Blind. But when they are opened, and 
Gop's Sp1r1T ſhines into the Conſcience, as that 
amazing midnight Light ſhone into the Apoſtles Priſon®, 
Then 'tis a Wonder, if he can refrain from Emo- 
tions of Grief, Obſerve David, obſerve St. Peter, 
obſerve Mary Magdalene ; one of them weeps bit- 
terly, another waters his Couch, another waſhes 
her Savior's Feet with Tears! 

Sin is likened to a fore Burthen, too heavy, for 
the Mind that feels its Preſſure, to bear, There- 
fore the Heart being unable to ſupport it: it bur/ts 
open the Flood- Gates of Weeping, and ſets the Eyes 
afloat in Tears. The Remembrance of Wicked- 
neſs, ſet home by divine Grace, is bitter ; and 
the Burthen of it, well nigh intolerable, The 
Things, from which the Offender expected Plea- 
ſure, give him the ſharpeſt Pain, and his Merri- 
ment is turned into Mourning, When a young 
Profligate has conſum'd a large and plenteous 
Fortune in riotous Living; when by his lewd 
Courſes he has fill'd his Body with noiſome Diſ- 
eaſes; and by extrayagant Courſes has reduc'd 
himſelf to a Morſel of Bread. O! with what 
cutting Regret does he look back upon his unac- 
countable Fooliſhneſs? What ſharp Indignation 
and Anguiſh afflict his Soul? How does he accuſe, 
condemn, and expreſs all poſſible Reſentment 
2gainſt himſelf? Much in the ſame Manner does 

Acts xii. 7, 
E 2 the 
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the enlightened Sinner behave, Inasmuch as he 
has been full as unmerciful to his better, his im- 
mortal Part, as the debauched Spendthrift has to 
his bodily Health, and worldly Intereſt, 

He grieves for the Evils ſpiritual and temporal 
he has brought upon himſelf, and for that ever- 
laſting Shame and Confuſion he has expoſed him- 
ſelf to. And tho' the Penitent ſorrows greatly 
from a Senſe of preſent Wretchedneſs, and a 
Proſpect of future Ruin: yet this is not the whole 
of his Trouble. Streams of melting Concern flow 
in from other Quarters, till they make a full Tide in 
* his contrite Soul.” If he look'd for no after reck- 
oning, yet he would grieve for having offended, _ 
in a moſt deſpiteful Manner, his beſt and greateſt 
Friend. When any one poſleſs/d with a Frenzy, 
or intoxicated with Liquor; has abus'd, inſulted, 
and outragiouſly treated a Perſon of Worth and 
Honor; a Perſon too, that always ſerv'd the In- 
Jurer to the utmoſt of his Power. How does ſuch 
a one blame and reproach himſelf at the Return 
of his Reaſon? So, and much more does the poor 
Sinner blame and reproach himſelf, when he 
awakes to Repentance. GOD has preſerved 
him, protected him, and loaded him with Benefits 
ever ſince he was born.—And he has repaid this 
ceaſeleſs Love with ſtubborneſs and Rebellion. 
The Sinner's Provocations have been more than 


enough to weary out the meekeſt Man, or the 
| moſt 
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moſt patient Angel.—Yet the glorious Majeſty of 
Heaven has ſpared him. Spared him Day after 
Day, Year after Year with incomparable Long- 
ſuffering. But what Reward has he given to the 
LORD, for all his Forbearance and Gentleneſs ? 
Why, he obſtinately perſiſted in his Diſobedience. 
Nay; the High and Loſty One that inhabiteth 
Eternity, has become as it were a Supplicant unto 
him. He has, by his written Word, by the 
Mouth of his Miniſters, —beſeech'd him to be 
reconciled GOD has aſſured him, that he de- 
lighteth not in the Death of a Sinner; and there- 
fore has importuned bim to turn and live. But 
he has lighted and ſet at nought the divine Coun- 
ſels, as much as if they came from one of the Fools in 
Iſrael. Ol the Baſeneſs, O] the Ingratitude 
of this Behaviour. 'The Conſideration thereof 
pierces his Soul as it were a Sword, | 

The Sinner grieves for the Afflictions of Ixsus: 
occaſioned by his Naughtineſs, and. ſuffered for 
| bis Sake, He reads in Scripture, that his blefled 
Saviour was ſcourged, covered with Sweat, bath'd 
in Blood purely on his Account, To make At- 
tonement for him, the EVERLASTING SON was 
delivered into the Hands of blood-thirſty Men. 
For his Iniquities, as faith the Prophet Ifaiah, the 
Prince of Peace was bruiſed, and wounded for 
his Tranſgreſſions. His Ungodlineſs pointed the 


Nails, gave Sharpneſs to the Thorns, and brought 
E 3 down 
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down thedear REDEEMER with Shame and An- 
guiſh to the Grave. —For theſe Things he weeps; 

or if his Eyes be dry, his Heart is in Bitterneſs, 
He laments alſo that he has ſo often grieved the 
BLESSED SPIRIT, who wou'd have ſanctified and 
ſealed him to the Day of Redemption, Thoſe 
heavenly Inſpirations which make Men meek, 
and lowly, and wiſe unto Salvation, he has again 
and again rejected. Many Kings and righteous 
Perſons wou'd have rejoiced to receive the Hol x 
GHosT the Comforter : but he has done deſpite 
to his Love, and ſpurn'd his ſaving Influences, 
The Spirit of the LORD waited long to convert 
and renew him, and wou'd fain have imparted his 
bleſſed Self, and the Riches of his Grace unto 
him, But the Sinner vilely caſt away theſe pre- 
cious Offers, as tho' they had been more deſpica- 
ble, than the Clay in the Streets,—Tho' the 
Giver was GOD, and the Gift divine, yet he 
undervalued the one and cared not for the pther, 
Thus diſreſpectfully has he treated all the Per- 
ſons in the moſt adorable Trinity, And when 
this comes clear and plain into his Memory, how 
can he but chooſe but bemoan himſelf? How can 
he chooſe but ſmite upon his Breaſt, and cry out, 
« My Fooliſhneſs and Ingratitude! my Fooliſh- 
& neſs and Ingratitude! I have trampled upon 
&« the Commands of GOD tke Father, and 
ce turned his Grace into Wantonneſs. I have 
K 4 & crucified, 
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& crucified, and been the Death of GOD the 
6 Son. I havediſ-eſteemed, and done the utmoſt 
& Indignity to GOD the Holy Ghoſt. And 
© (O! wonderful Goodneſs!) they ſtill.retain a 
« Favour for me, They {till follow me with 
* loving Kindneſs and Mercy, O] that my 
Head were Waters, and my Eyes a Fountain 
« of Tears; that I might weep for having ſo 
s ſcandalouſly abuſed the tender Compaſſions of 
* my GOD. My much injur'd, but yet ALL- 
„ forgiving GOD.” 

Thus is the . ſincere Penitent affected. His 
Heart is humbled. His Spirit is contrite, He is 
full of Compunction and godly Remorſe, He 
laments and bewails, not only becauſe he has 
deſerved to be eternally tormented with Devils; 
but chiefly and moſt of all, becauſe he has ſinn'd 
againſt the Bowels of infinite and everlaſting 
Love. | . 

Not that he is always ſorrowful, like a mourn- 
ing Dove that never changeth his Note, No: 
he afflicts his Soul in private. His Eyes run 
down in ſecret Places, When he comes abroad 
into the World he takes his Savior's Advice, and 
anoints his Head, and puts on an innocent Cheer- 
fulneſs. Neither is he diſconſolate in his Sorrow. 
No: he believes that his REDEEMER has made 
an Attonement for his Sin, and that the gracious 
GOD, thro' JIEsus CHRIST has blotted out his 

| Tranſgreſſions, 
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Tranſgreſſions. But yet he is glad when he can 
grieve, Tis an Eaſement and Satisfaction, to 
teſtify his unfeigned Repentance for having diſ- 
pleaſed ſo good a GOD, fo great a Benefactor, 
fo indulgent a Father. We fee then Conviction 
is the firſt; Ccntrition is the ſecond Part of 
Repentance. And from theſe ariſeth a third, 
which is 


III. A Renuntiation, or thorough forſaking of 
all Sin. The relenting Sinner, not only grieies 
for that he is convinc'd of, but forſakes that 
which he grieves for. Here we ſhall find a nota- 
ble Difference between the hearty and the hypo- 
eritical Penitent. Saul wept, Ahab chaſtened 
kimſelf with Faſting, and poor Felix trembled : 
but none of them left off their vitious Courſes. 
Whereas, when the Spirit of Sanctification enters 
into the Heart, it diſpoſeth him to loath, and abo- 
minate Sin. The Committer judges it to be the 
worſt of Evils, and is as careful to avoid it, as is 
the Mariner to ſteer clear of the Rocks on which 
he was lately fhipwreck'd. It is moſt deſtructive, 
and therefore moſt offenſive to him. He conceives 
an Abhorrence, and takes up a ſetiled Reſolution 
againſt every evil Way. The Language of his 
Soul, and the firm Purpoſe of his Mind, is, /f 
« Balik wou'd give me his Houſe full of Siluer and 
* Gold, I will not again — the Ward of the 

LORD. 
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& LORD”. You may as ſoon perſuade him to 
pluck out a right Eye, or cut off a right Hand, as 
willingly to do amiſs. He had rather be viſited 
with any Affliction, than that Sin ſhou'd again 
have Dominion over Him. 

Nor does he break off from a few unlawful 
Indulgencies; and make a Reſerve of ſome darl- 
ing Corruption. No: his Reformation is uni- 
verſal and uniform. Such as will not only lop 
off the Branches, but root up the whole Body of 
Sin, For the ſame Reaſon that he renounces one, 
he will renounce every unrighteous Practice; and 
not ſpare the once moſt beloved Luft. The leaft, 
or moſt favourite Iniquity is hateful to GOD, was 
painful to Chriſt, is grievous to the Holy Ghoſt. 
Therefere he bids a long, a laſting Adieu to it, ſaying 
as Moſes to Pharaoh, ** Henceforth I will entertain 
Thee again no more for ever,” 

Satan may ſuggeſt, it is a little one, and ſo nat. 
to be minded: or a ſecret one, and fo in no dan- 
ger of being diſcovered, But however perſuaſive 
theſe Allurements were formerly, they have now 
loſt their Force, Tho' the Practice of Wicked- 
neſs ſhou'd be a profitable Service, and like the 
Damſel poſſeſs'd with a Spirit of Divination, 
ſhou'd bring the Practitioners much Gain, yet it 


1s an Abomination unto him. No Conſideration 
of Pleaſure, of Intereſt, or Credit can reconcile 
him to any Thing finful, No: tho' the whole 
. ; Worlg 
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World ſhou'd countenance and concur in -Cuſ- 
toms that are not good; He wou'd ſtand out, and 
hold faſt his Integrity tho' at the Expence of being 
fingular, 

All this he will deſire, and all this he will be 
enabled to perform; not thro? his own Strength, 
or reſolute Conduct, but thro* the Help which 


* cometh from above. For 'tis his earneſt inceſſant 


Prayer to GOD, to be delivered from the Power, 
as well as to be preſerv'd from the Puniſhment 
of Sin, 

We have taken Notice of three Parts of genu- 
ine, ſincere Repentance, viz. Conviction of Sin, 
Contrition for Sin, and a thorough Forſaking of 
it, The laſt, and crowning Requiſite; that which 
gives Perfection and Glory to the whole, is 


IV. A conſtant unremitted Endeavour to fulfill 
all Righteouſneſs. And this is that which we 
engag'd in the fourth Place to conſider. *Tis 
ſomething to abandon our ungodly Courſes, But 
this is not enough for the Penitent, nor for the 
Chriſtian, He muſt alſo follow after Holineſs, 
Unleſs we preſs towards this Mark, all the fore- 
going Attainments will profit us nothing. Nay, 
they will vaniſh and melt away as a thin Miſt 
before the riſing Sun. Our Remorſe and Sorrow 
will not, cannot remain with us, unleſs they 
quicken us to a holy and growing Zeal. There. 

| fore 
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fore the Penitent not only relinquiſhes the Things 
that are behind, but reaches out unto thoſe 
Things that are before. He will abound in every 
good Word and Work, and ſtrive to adorn his 
Soul with all heavenly Virtues; and to be quite 
the reverſe of what he lately was. If he has 
© aforetime been a Glutton or a Drunkard, he 
© will henceforward obſerve a ſtrict and daily 
© Temperance. If he has been ſordid and un- 
© charitable, he will put his Heart upon deviſing 
© liberal Things. If he has been a ſlothful and 
© unprofitable Servant, he will beſtir himſelf, and 
© become induſtrious in his holy Vocation.“ If 
he has been puff'd up with Pride, addicted to 
Slander, envenom'd with Envy; He will ſet him- 
ſelf vigorouſly againſt theſe Evils, to ſubdue them; 
and ſeek dihgently after the oppoſite Qualities to 
obtain them, For the Time paſt he has bore the 
Image of the Evil One, For the Time to come 
he will give himſelf no Reſt, till he enjoys ſome 
Participation of the divine Nature. *Till he 
finds himſelf making continual Advances to 2 
fuller and more complete Poſicflion of it, 

O! glorious and bleſſed Change! Not long 
ago the unhappy Creature was the Slave of Satan; 
but now he is become a Child of GOD, a Co- 
Heir with ChRisr, a Brother to the Saints. 
Not long ago he was a Sink of Sin, and his Heart 
a Cage of unclean Birds, But now he is waſhed, 


new 
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mow he is cleanſed, now he is ſanflified. The Holy 
Ghoſt dwelleth in him, and repleniſhes his Soul 
with Meekneſs and Peace, with Purity and Piety, 
with Faith and Love. He delights in the Lord ; 
he rejoices to worſhip his GOD in Sincerity ; to 
hear his moſt holy Word; to ſet forth his moſt 
worthy Praiſe; to do his moſt bleſſed Will. 
Henceforth his Hope, his Treaſure, his Conver- 
ſation is in Heaven, He thinks and ſpeaks; he 
acts and lives, like one that is indeed begotten 
again to an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away. * InaWord; if You 
©* obſerve his outward Carriage and Behavior; or 
© conſider his inward Temper and Frame of Mind, 
he is become a new Man. His Deſires are new, 
© his Fears are new, his Aims are new, His 
© Judgment, his Choice, his Aﬀections, his whole 
Nature is new.“ All this is wrought in him by 
the Power of divine Grace, for the Sake of our 
Lord Jz=svs CarisT, and make up that Re- 
pentance which is ſincere and evangelical, which 
is a Repentance unto Life and Salvation. | 
Thus have we conducted the Sinner, as the 
Almighty did the Iſraelites, from the Smoke and Brick- 
Kilns of Egypt, i. e. from the baſe Bondage of Sin, 
and the cruel Tyranny of Corruption. And if 
he does but walk on in thoſe peaceful Paths, they 
will reſtore him to the glorious Liberty of the 


Sons of GOD, and lead him at the laſt to the 
heavenly 
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heavenly Canaan; that happy Haven, and that 
bliſsful State, where we all would be, There 
this enlightened, relenting, returning and reform- 
ed Prodigal, will be received by his compaſſionate 
Father into Joy and everlaſting Felicity. Not 
his own Deſerts, but for his SAVIOR's Merits; 
not for the Works of Righteouſneſs which he has 
done; but for the Lord Jesvs CHRIST's Sake, 
who when he had overcome the Sharpneſs of 
Death did open the Kingdom of Heayen to all 
believing, and repenting Sinners. 


SERMON 


TERM. ON VL 
John V. 39. 


Eperrate Ta; yoapas 


Search the Scriptures. 


1 Words need no Explanation.— They 
are a very poſitive Command of a very plain 
Duty. Which of us have hitherto been obedient 
to this heavenly voice I am not able to tell He 
knows who ſetteth at his Father's right Hand, 
beholding and conſidering all our Ways. —Howꝛ- 
ever it is my unfeigned Wiſh that we all may obey 
for the Future, that thoſe who have accuſtomed 
themſelves to this uſefu] Search, may perſevere, 
and abound more and more. That thoſe who are 
| ſtrangers to theſe ſacred Writings may contract 
an happy Acquaintance with them, and from this 
Time forward begin to ſearch them, nor ever 
leave off till they have found eternal Life! 

That I may do ſomewhat weakly—tho' ſin- 
cerely towards engaging you all to this profitable 
Practice, give me Leave : 

I. To lay before you the Obligations we are 


under to ſearch the Scrietures, 


3 II. The 
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IT. The great and excellent Advantages we 
may reap from ſearching the Scriptures, 
III. Conclude with a ſhort Exhortation, 


I. To lay down ſome Obligations we are under 
to ſearch the Scriptures. 


iſt, The Scripture is the Mord of God, which is 
no inconſiderable Obligation !—-GOD ſpeaks 10 
us, as much in the Scriptures, as He did to Adam in 
the Garden. And when ſo great a Majeſty ſpeaks, 
what unpardonable Rudeneſs, is it not to give At- 
tention? The Bible is a Letter ſent down from 
Heaven, indited by the Holy Spirit, and de- 
livered to us by ſome of the choiceſt Servants of 
the ALMIGHTY.—-Now when ſuch a Meſſage 
comes from ſo great a BEING, and in fo ſolemn 
a Manner;—to take none or but little Notice, will 
be a Contempt of the AdoRAaBLE SENDER. We 
all hope to be heard when we cry unto the Lord, 
and pour out our Complaints before HIM, and is 
it not highly reaſonable that we ſhould give HIM 
a careful Hearing, when Hs ſhews us by Hrs 
Prophets what is his holy Will? Yes It is not 
only reaſonable but abſolutely neceſſary, for thus 
faith the inſpired Preacher“ He that turneth 
& away his Ear from hearing the Law, even his 
& Prayer ſhall be an Abomination.” Prov. xxviii. . 
From which we learn that GOD will have as 
F | little 
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little Regard to our Supplications, as we have to 
His Commandments. —If we have a diſlike, or 
no Reliſh, and Love for the Scriptures, their 
ALMIGHTY AUTHOR, will have a loathing to, 
and abominate our Devotions! And what can be 
more fearful than this | What more ſolicitouſly 
to be avoided ?—To have our Prayers abomina- 
, ble!—Tis the Miſery of Miſeries, the laſt ſtep 
towards Hell, and only not to be in it. 

2dly. We are commanded by GOD to fludy the 
Scriptures, and this is another moſt binding Ob- 
ligation. | 

GOD who loves us, and knows what is good 
For us, has in this as in all other Things made 
our Intereſt, and our Duty one and the ſame,—- 
Thus faith the Lord himſelf, — Joſh. i. 8. This 
Book of the Law ſhall not depart out of tiy Mouth, but 
thou ſhalt meditate thereon Day and Night, So our 
bleſſed Savio in the Text does not adviſe it as be- 
neficial to us, or deſire it as a Favour to him, but 
with a ſolemn Authority charges us to ſearch the 
Scriptures, —The Jews were commanded to bind 
their Law (burdenſome, and expenſive as it was) 
upon their Arms for Bracelets, between their 
Eyes for Frontlets;—And are Chriſtians to be 
leſs attentive to the more. excellent, eaſter, and 
purer Precepts of the Goſpel? In no wiſe If 
the Iſraelites ſinned by forgetting the Statutes, and 
| Judgments of Moſes the Servant, how much 
more 
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more ſhall Wx offend, if we diſregard the Law 
of the only begotten Son of GOD, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord, and our GOD ?—We ſhould 
look upon it as our bounden Duty, to read, or 
hear, and meditate on our Bibles every Day | 

As we muſt endeavour to mortify Pride, and 
Paſſion daily, becauſe theſe Tempers are forbidden 
by GOD, % with the ſame Care, and for the 
ſame Reaſon ought we to exerciſe ourſelves in the 
Holy Scriptures daily, becauſe this Employ is 
enjoined by GOD. — He therefore, that can let a 
Day paſs. without a Portion of Scripture, not 
only flights the Majeſty, but diſobeys the Com- 
mand of that GREAT GOD, whoſe they are, 
and- who has commanded all Men every where to 
ſearch them, 

3dly. Another Obligation upon us to ſearch the 
Scriptures, is,—That they are the Rule by which 
' we are to walk here and to be judged hereafter, -By 
theſe we are to order our Converſation in this 
World, and by theſe we are to Rtand, or fall eter- 
nally in the next World, 

Would you know who is an upright Man, and 
approved of GOD?—lIt is He that ſquares his 
Actions, and models his Tempers according to 
this Rule, 

Would you know who are thoſe happy few, that 
at the Conſummation of all Things, will be bid- 
den to enter into the Joy of their Lord? None 

F 2 but 


—_ 
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but they who have regulated their Behaviour, and 
faſhioned their Diſpoſitions according to this 
Standard. hen the Dead both ſmall and great 
ſhall ſtand before GOD, they ſhall be judged (St. John 
tells us) out of thoſe Things which are written in the 
Books, i. e. the Actions of their Lives which are 
noted down in GOD's Regifter-Book in Heaven 
will be compared with the Directions given us in 
his Revelation-Book on Earth, and as they are 
found to agree, or differ, the deciſive Sentence 
will run !—Not a Soul of us will be acquitted in 
that terrible Trial, unleſs he has learnt to know, 
and laboured to keep the Commandments of 
Scripture. 

As therefore the Scriptures are the Word of 
GOD—As He-4u1MSELF has charged us to ſtudy 
them As they are the Rule by which our Con- 
duct is to be guided now, and by which it is fi- 
nally to be tried. We are under a threefold Ob- 
ligation of Reſpe&t—Duty, and ſelf Preſervation, 
to ſearch them.-On ſo many Accounts it is 
ſtrictly required of us; and on as many it is 
greatly advantageous to us—which brings me 
to the | 


IId. Head. — Te Advantages we yi reap from a 


due, and diligent ſearch of the Scriptures. 
1ſt. The firſt I ſhall mention is, —That we may 


bereby learn what we muſt do to be ſaved, bs 
. That 
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That great, and important Secret which was 
hid from Ages and Generations—is revealed here. 
Though it has ever been beyond the Reach of 
the moſt penetrating Ages, yet in this bleſſed 
Book it is clearly diſcloſed, ſo that unlearned, 
and in other Reſpects, ignorant Men may under- 
ſtand it. 

How valuable is our Bible for this one, if it 
had no other recommending Quality, in that it 
ſhews us the Way of Salvation ! We have heard 
with our Ears, our Fathers have told us, of an- 
other, and that of a never ending World coming 
on. That in this wonderful HREE AFTER there is 
ſuch a Happineſs attainable, that is too large for 
the Heart of Man to conceive, -A Happineſs that 
is but dimly deſcribed by—Crowns of everlaſting 
Glory—a Paradiſe of everlaſting Bliſs—A Fulneſs of 
everlaſting Love. —That in this defirable State 
there is no more Pain, no more Sorrow, no more 
Death—nothing but pure and unmixed Joy with- 
out Meaſure, without Number, without End.— 
But the Way to all this Bleſſedneſs is narrow, and 
not much trodden.— There is but one Gate, 
and that a ſtrait one, which opens into this 
glorious Scene.—So that if left to conduc our- 
ſelves, there is too much Danger of miſſing the 
Road, and falling aſide into the Paths of De- 
ſtructionMethinks in ſuch a Caſe ſome friendly 
Hand to bring us direciiy, and ſurely thither ſhould 


F 3 be 
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be greatly welcome. - Now this the Scripture 
is,—[t makes the Way plain before our Face.—. 
"Tis marked out in the Scripture with GOD's 
own Finger, ſo that any one who is not wilfully 
blind, may walk therein.—Here we find what 
Qualifications we muſt poſleſs before we can be 
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
What manner of Spirit is the neceſſary, the only 
Paſiport into thoſe peaceful Manſions. —Here all 
Orders, and Degrees of Men are inſtructed in the 
Duties peculiar to their reſpective Stations, and 
the grand Myſtery of Godlineſs is diſcovered ! 

O bleſſed Book ! our better, our ſpiritual Sun 
that ſheddeſt thy bright Beam upon our Souls, 
and furniſheſt us with the Light of Life. Thou 
ſovereign Antidote againſt the Deluſions of the 
Devil, the Treachery of our fallen Nature,. 
and the Darkneſs of the World l- Thou Guide 
to lead us ſafely from the Mazes of this miſerable 
Life unto our heavenly, and everlaſting Reſt. — 
No wonder that David counted his Kingdom as 
nothing, and called TaE his Heritage, and 
Portion for ever! No Wonder the holy Martyrs 
parted with their Eſtates, their Families, their 
Blood, rather than with thee. —'Ti'is rather to be 
wondercd at, that all Mankind do not prize thee as 
their richeſt Jewel—converſe with thee as their 
ſweeteſt Companion, and talk of thee as the dear- 
eſt Object of their Love all the Day long.— Tis 

| | * with 
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with Regret I leave off from ſpeaking of thy un- 
ſpeakable Worth,---bug though ] leave off from 
one Part of thy Excellency, *tis only to begin 
upon another, 

andly. A ſecond Advantage of ſearching the 
Scriptures is—That it will not only give us Knows 
ledge to Diſcern, but Strength to perform our Duty. 

The former, without this latter Advantage 
would have been imperfect, but both put together 
they compoſe the moſt valuable Blefling on this . 
ſide Heaven,---When we have learnt the Will of 
the Lord, then to be enabled to perform it, makes 
us at preſent only a little lower than the Angels 
and will make us e'er long, as the Angels of 
GOD Now the Scripture is endowed with 
this ſtrengthening, and animating Power !—I 
appeal to any one of the leaſt Experience in ſpi- 
ritual Things, whether he bas not felt the Truth 
of this Aſſertion, when he has been reading in, or 
muſing upon the divine Word. Has not the Fire 
of holy Zeal kindled in his Heart ?--- When he has 
been halting in his Obedience, and ready to go 
over to the Tents of Ungodlineſs, have not theſe 
encouraging Pages re-eſtabliſhed his Reſolutions, 
and attached Him more inſeparably to his CRu- 
ciFIED MASTER! When our Hands have hung 
down, and our Knees grown feeble in our holy 
Warfare, has not a Chapter, and ſometimes a ſin- 
gle Verſe called up our Courage as a Trumpet, 


and 
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and inſpired the Soldier of Chriſt with new re- 
eruited Vigour ? Neither is this to be wondered 
at, ſince GOD Almighty who worketh what, 
and how He pleaſeth, hath promiſed as much, 
Thus He aſſures us by David, that whoſo exer- 
ciſes Himſelf in his Law, Day, and Night, ſhall 
thrive, and flouriſh, as a Tree planted by the 
Water Side! That his Proſperity ſhall not be a 
fading withering Proſperity, but laſting as the 
Verdure 'and Beauty of an evergreen, his Leaf 


ſhall not fall. 
Reading is one of thoſe Practices that St, 


Paul informs Timothy will make his profiting as a 
private Chriſtian, appear unto all, and render his 
Preaching as a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſucceſsful, 
to the Salvation of thoſe that heard Him.—In- 
deed, nothing was ever ſo admirably calculated to 
give Weight and Energy to our dull Defires of 
Holineſs as the Scriptures There are ſuch Pro- 
miſes from one End to the other—ſuch precious 
Promiſes to ſet on Fire all our Hopes; ſuch 
Threatenings beyond all Imagination dreadful to 
alarm our Fears z—ſuch amiable Patterns to pro- 
voke our Imitation, that if Terrors can afright 
us, or Rewards allure us, or the moſt illuſtrious 
Examples can make us in Love with Piety— Then 
the Bible is above all other Books fitted to pro- 
mote 
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mote thoſe glorious Ends; inaſmuch as it abounds 
with Plenty of theſe forcible Motives. 


3dly. The Scriptures are ſerviceable to every excel- 


lent and haly Purpoſe. 
All the Miſery that the Spirit of fallen Man is li- 


able to, the Scripture is able to redreſs. —All the 
Perfection that the Spirit of redeemed Man is ca- 
pable of, the Scripture is able to impart. lt is a 
rich Treaſury of all that Wiſdom, Happineſs, 
and Glory, which in our preſent Condition we 
can attain, or need deſire, _ : | 

Are we yet in our Sins, with our carnal Af- 
fections unſubdued ?—Let us put ourſelves under 
the Diſcipline of this heavenly Word, —'Tis 
quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two- 
edged Sword, it can give a killing deadly Blow to 
the whole Body of Sin within us. It is likened 
to a Hammer that breaketh the obdurate Heart, 
that Rock in the Breaſt, in Pieces, making it 
contrite for paſt Offences—tenderly conſcientious 
for future Failings—and reducing it entirely to the 
Obedience of CarisT.—If we are converted, 
but weak in the Faith, it will nouriſh our infant. 
Piety, and lead it on to maturity.,—lt is called 
the ſincere Milk of the Word, and the Bread of 
Life, and ſo is proper Food for the young Pro- 
ficient, as well as for thoſe of larger Attainments. 


The Babes in Chriſt may ſuck at this Breaſt, and 
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grow thereby The ftrong Men may eat of this 
ſpiritual Meat, and renew their Strength! 

Are we in Sorrow of Spirit, or Heavineſs of 
Heart ? This is our Comfort, ſays David, in his 
Affliction— The Scriptures are Wells of Conſo- 
lation, as well as Wells of Salvation, and we 
may draw from them the Water of Joy, in ſuch 
abundance as will drown all our Troubles. 

Are we in Doubt what Judgment to paſs, or 
how to act in any emergency? The Scriptures 
are hung out by the Lord himſelf on purpoſe to 
be a Light unto our Feet, and a Lantern unto our 
Path !---In ſhort, in this Store- Houſe of precious 
Things there is Medicine for every Sickneſs, 
Balm for every Wound, a Supply for every 
Want,—lIt is plenteouſly ſtocked with all that can 
be cheering to us in our Pilgrimage, ornamental, 
or perfective of our Nature, whatever can tend to 
make us Sons of Gladneſs, Sons of Glory, and 
not unbecoming Sons of GQD, is here. 

Do not think-me extravagant in the Praiſes of 
Scripture, and that I attribute imaginary Excel- 
lencies to it—Only remember its all-wiſe, and 
ever-bleſſed Author, and you will acknowledge 
that the Half of its Worth has not been told. 
From GOD this ineſtimable Gift came |—By 
GOD theſe Treaſures of eternal Truths were 
collected, and as we can never pay too deep a Re- 


verence 
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verence to the Honour of his Majeſty, ſo neither 
can we entertain too great a Value, for the Wards 
of his Mouth, the DiQates of infinite Wiſdom ! 
To ſay of a Book it is GOD's own handy Work 
is to ſay more in a few Syllables, than many Vo- 
lumes can fully ſet forth. 


III. May I not now by Way of Exhorta- 
tion, uſe the Apoſtle's Manner of arguing ? | 


My beloved Brethren, Believe ye the Scrip- 
tures, and the excellent Things that have been 
ſpoken of them ? 

If you do not, I can only pity you—pray for 
you—and wiſh mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears 
to bewail your Blindneſs. 

If you do believe—one would think there is no 
Need of Arguments to perſuade you to ſearch 
them, but rather of helping you to expreſs, and 
vent your Thankfulneſs for having them to 
ſearch. Nevertheleſs I entreat and beſeech you 
in the Name of GOD, to ftudy this bleſſed 
Book---Yet not I, ſo much as your own Intereſt, 
Your preſent, and future, your temporal and eter- 
nal Welfare.---Theſe call upon you, theſe ſollicit 
you more prevalently than any Reaſonings of 
mine,--Search them then with as much Aſſiduity, 
and Diligence, ---with as much Accuracy and 

Exactneſs, 
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Exactneſs, as they that dig in the Mines ſearch 
the Veins of Silver, the Beds of Gold, or the 
Places of Sapphires--- Job xxviii. 16. Let that 
Day be reckoned as loſt in which ſome Portion is 
not carefully read,---that Hour in which ſome 
Portion is not meditated upon, and digeſted ! 

Let not the Rich Man rejoice in his Riches, 
but in the Leiſure they afford him, for this 
pleaſing and profitable Employ. 

Let not the poor Man be diſcontented with his 
Poverty, but rejoice that his low Eſtate does not 
debar him from theſe Treaſures of heavenly 
Wiſdom, 

And O let us all both Rich and Poor, improve 
the ſpare Time, which our neceſſary Buſineſs in- 
dulges us with, in this moſt uſeful Manner.---Let us 
devote theſe valuable Minutes to this holy Exerciſe, 
andthey will prove ſome of the brighteſt, and moſt 
gainful Parts of our Lives---In a Word, ſince 
this Practice is enjoined you by the great GOD, 
and conduces ſo much to your Pleaſure, Per- 
fection in Holineſs, and everlaſting Profit, 
Let me once again beſeech you to give Attention 
to it, not only ſometimes on a Sunday, or when 
you happen to be in a ſerious Mood, but when 
ever you have Opportunity. 

Grant me, nay, grant unto GOD, grant unto 


8 this one W * and we necd, per- 
APs, deſire no 5 e can ſcarce be ignorant 


wha 
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who ſeeks to this Fountain of Knowlege,---He 
can ſcarcely continue dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
who reſorts to theſe quickning, lively Oracles--- 
"Tis indeed poſſible, but tis hardly probable that 
He ſhould go on to diſregard his Duty, who 
liſtens daily to this encouraging, threatening, com- 
manding Voice of the Lord GOD, thanwhich no- 
thing can be more powerful, and awakening, unleſs 
it be the Voice of the Archangel, and that Trump 
of GOD, which our Duſt and mouldering Bones 
will hear, and at the Sound of which, all that 
are in the Graves, will come forth, they that 
have done good, and have kept the Sayings of the 
Prophecy of this Book---Rev. xxii. 7. to the 
ReſurreQion of Life, and they that have neglected 
to ſearch them, and refuſed to obey them, to 5 
Reſurrection of Damnation. 
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S E R M O N VII. 
PSALM XVIII. 1. 


1 will love thee, O Lok, my Strength. 


HE:Love of GOD, is the firſt, and great 
Commandment of the Law, as our Savior 
_ himſelf teſtifies !—Tis the ſingle Scope, and Aim 
of the firſt Table to produce it in our Hearts, as 
we learn from St. Paul's Declaration, The End of 
the Commandment is Charity. — Tis alſo more ac- 
ceptable to GOD than the moſt coſtly Oblation. 
To love the Lord, thy GOD, is better much than 
all whole Burnt Offerings , is the Voice of Scrip- 
ture, —If therefore we would fulfiſl the Command- 
ment;z—anſwer the End of the Law, or be ac- 
ceptable to the bleſſed GOD, it behoves Us to 
make the Profeſſion of the Royal Pſalmiſt ! 

But this Temper we muſt all acknowledge i by -- 
not natural to us ;—it is not born with us—not 
wrought into our natural Conſtitution.— No! 


— Tis a glorious Plant of a heavenly growth, 
Mark x1. 32. 
chat 


On LOVE to GOD. 75 


that of itſelf will never riſe, nor flouriſh in the 
Soil of our corrupt Hearts. It may therefore be 
of great Uſe to conſider after what Manner we 
may make it our own.—How we may all poſleſs 
this heavenly Virtue—How we may every one be 
able to ſay with holy David, / will lave thee, O 
Lord, my Strength | — 
In purſuance of this Deſign, I ſhall 


I. Shew by what Means we may obtain this 
Love of GOD. 

II. Shall lay down ſome Marks whereby we 
may diſcover whether we have it, or whether we 
want it! 

III. Shall propoſe ſome Motives, that may 
invite Us all to endeavour aſter it !— 


J. I am to ſhew by what Means we may obtain 
this Love of GOD. 
In order to obtain the Love of GOD, 


iſt, Let us conſider every Bleſſing as coming from 
GOD.—Look vpon Him as the Author, and Giver 
of all good Things.— Al my freſh Springs are in 
' thee, ſays the devout Pfalmiſt, —Pf. Ixxxvii. 8.— 
There's not the leaſt Good, but has GOD for 
its Author Not one ſingle Drop among all the 
abundant Showers of Mercy, but deſcends from 
above! If we trace theſe ſweet Currents to their 


Head, 
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Head, we -ſhall find GOD, the gracious and 
bountiful GOD is their Original. — When we 
have ſeen the Vallies ſtand thick with Corn ;— 
when we have been bleſſed with ſeaſonable Wea- 


ther ;—when we have been delivered from im- 


pending Dangers ; let us with Attention conſider 
that this comfortable Meal, this refreſhing Sleep, 
this Deliverance from Danger, this Support under 
Trouble, this Recovery from Sickneſs—indeed 
this immenſe Catalogue of Bleſſings, which takes 


its Date from the firſt Moment of our Being, and 


has run parallel with our Lives; I ſay, all theſe 


various, and unnumbered Inſtances of Goodneſs 


daily, hourly, experie 1ced, are the Iſſues of 
GOD's unmerited Love !—Let us then endeavour - 
to trace the loving Kindneſs of the Lord in all 
our Mercies Let theſe Streams lead up our 
Affections to the great Fountain Head! Theſe 
are the Overflowings of GOD's free, fatherly, 
everlaſting Love! O let them not paſs by unob- 
ſerved !—but be noted down in our faithful Me- 
mory.—This is the Way to attain the Spirit of 
Gratitude! With theſe Coals, we ſhould ſet our 
Souls on Fire. | 

The Penman of this ſacred Song had been con- 
templating the gracious Appearance of Almighty 
GOD for his Preſervation.—Impreſſed with a 
grateful Senſe of ſuch rich, and manifold Meccies, 


he breaks out into the noble Profeſſion of the 
Text. 
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Text. — The ſame Practice will probably produce 
the ſame Effects in Us.— Would we conſider 
GOD's ſuperabundant, unmerited loving Kind- 
neſs to us, it might form our Souls into/Grati- 
tude, open our Mouths in Praiſe, and teach us 
with Heart, as well as Voice, to join in this de- 
vout Proteſtation; I will love theey/ a ee 
my Strength. 

One Thing let me adi, and bing of my hos 
loved Hearers to take Notice. This Conſide- 
ration of ours muſt not be ſlight, and ſuperficial; 
but, cloſe, and careful, and often repeated. -A 
caſual Glance of the Mind thrown now, and then 
in a careleſs Manner on this glorious Subject, 
will be but of little Service,-You- would never 
expect to ſee a ſpacious Room enlightened, or 
warmed by one poor, wandering Spark. No l 
Nor can you expect to feel your Hearts inflamed 
by a few dull languid Reflections upon GOD's 
redeeming and preſerving Goodneſs We muſt 
think deeply, and frequently, if we would have 
our Thoughts affect our Minds, and beget a 
ſuitable Temper in our Breaſts. 

But above all other Conſiderations, let us 
often, 


II. Conſider the infinite Love of GOD manifeſted 
to us in his Son JEsuUs CHRIS H. -e love Him, 


ſays the Apoſtle John, becauſe He firſt loved us. 
G Nothing 
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Nothing ſo effectually draws out our Affections 
towards GOD, as the clear Senſe of his marvel- 
lous loving Kindneſs towards Us.--Here let us 
remember the Greatnefs, and Dignity of our 
SuprREME BEenEFACTOR.—This Circumſtance 
mightily increaſes the Value of a Gift. A ſmall 
Favour from ſome noble Perſonage is a high 
Obligation. —If a King from his Throne only 
vouchſafes us a favourable Look, or any, the leaſt 
kind Notice of us; we go away delighted, and 
with a Senſe of Gratitude upon our Minds. — 
Now certainly no Inſtance of loving Kindneſs 
can be -mentioned—nothing can de imagined in 
any Degree comparable to GOD's giving his 
SON, his only Sov for our Salvation. Herein is 
manifeſted the Love of GOD towards us, becauſe 
that GOD ſent his only begotten Son into the 
World, that we through Him might for ever live. 
He that (according to the beautiful Language of 
the Prophet) formeth the Mountains, and createih the 
Wind, and declareth unto Man what is his Thoughts ; 
He that maketh the morning Darkneſs, and treadeth 
upon the high Places of the Earih—the Lord of 
HosTs is his Name, even this marvellous, mighty, 
and everlaſting GOD, gave his dearly beloved 
Son to ſuffer, and bleed, and die for our Sakes.— 
He gave his own Sov to die for us, when we 
were Enemies to his Divine Majefly, and had 
deſerved eternal Death from his Juſtice GOD 

| commendy 
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tommends his Love, ſays the Apoſtle H not 
only declares it, but Hz commends it! —H 
makes it wonderful, and illuſtrious towards us; 
in that while we were yet Sinners, CarisT died 
for us! This is the moſt matchleſs Inſtance of 
Love mortal Ears ever heard, or the Thoughts 
.of any Heart can conceive!—This is the ſtrongeſt 
Fire we can poſſibly ſtand by, to have our frozen 
Hearts thawed, our cold Hearts warmed, 'and our 
ſtupid Hearts inflamed! O come hither then 
frequently—Come hither, and behold the won- 
derful Beneficence of GOD to us vile, and mi- 
ſerable Sinners His only begotten Sox lies in 
Darkneſs, and the Shadow of Death, that HE 
may make us the Children of GOD, and exalt 
us to everlaſting Life !—Let us think feriouſly— 
think carefully, of the Love of GOD, and ſure 
we ſhall be overcome ;—ſure we ſhall be Captives, 
willing Captives of ſuch * — ſuch al- 
n Love! 


III. FR Means to obtain the Love of 
GOD, is to implore the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt! 
— Our Hearts are hard, and inſenſible, and not 
eaſily inflamed, like Logs of Wood, that have 
received all the Winter Rains!-—"Tis not our 
own Conſideration, tho? ever ſo often renewed, 
and ſeriouſly urged, will prove ſufficient, but our 
own Conſiderations ſet Home, and made effectual 
G 2 by 


$0 On LOVE to GOD. 


by the'bleſſed Spirit Tis this co-operating with 
thoſe, that will melt our Affections! - While we 
are thus muſing, and under the Influences of the 
Divine Spirit, the Fire may kindle, and our Hearts 
may begin to glow !—Hold the burning Glaſs 
ever ſo long, yet if there be no Sun to thine upon 
it, no Heat will be raiſed by it! So tho', we con- 
ſider ever ſo diligently, yet it will never beget true 
divine Love, without the Concurrence of GOD's 
bleſſed Spirit !—True evangelical Love is the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Fruit of his Energy 
on our Minds !— There are infinite Charms, 
and Lovelineſs in GOD, but our Affections will 
never be captivated with them, unleſs the eternal 
Spirit create this new, this holy Senſation in our 
Hearts! Even the Apoſtles were obliged 10 his 
ſupernatural Aid for this bleſſed Temper !—St. 
Paul ſays, the Love of GOD was ſhed abroad on 
Him and his fellow Chriſtians thro' the Holy 
GrosT that was given them. Therefore let us 
conſtantly remember this, and often lift up our 
Souls in Prayer to GOD, that He would gra- 
ciouſly be pleaſed to cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of His Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love Him and worthily magnify 
his holy Name 

Having ſhewn by what Meaps we may obtain 
the Love of GOD, viz. 


1. By 
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1. By conſidering every Bleſſing as coming from 
GOD. 

2. By often conſidering the infinite Love of 
GOD, manifeſted to us in his Son Jesvs CHRIST. 

3. By imploring the Influences of the HoLy 
GHrosT. Let me , 


II. To lay down ſome Marks he hl we may, 
diſcover, whether we want it or not. 
- 1. Do we delight to think of GOD ? This 
is a Sign of the Love of GOD preyailing in the 
Heart. What we chiefly love, we think on | 
Like Oil on the Face of the Waters, it will ſwim 
upon our, other Meditations, and ſtill be upper- 
moſt. The good Man, delights, ſays David, in 
the Law of the Lord, and as a Conſequence of that, 
He exerciſes himſelf therein Day and Night. —To 
wicked People GOD is a Terror, they ſtudiouſly 
drive away the Thoughts of Him !-—The Re- 
membrance of HIM ſtartles, and affrights them 
as the Hand writing upon the Wall. — But if we 
love GO, the Deſire of our Souls will be to his 
Name, and to the Remembrance of Him. His 
Amiableneſs, His Glories, His Perfections, will 
be like the precious Ointment poured out by the 
penitent Woman: Tis ſaid, that filled al! the 
Houſe with its pleaſant Savor. Juſt ſo, will the 
* of the gracious GOD, moſt ſweetly reple- 
1 | niſh 


Ul 
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niſh our Minds, if bis Love be once ſhed abroad 
there. | | 
2d. Do we delight to talk of GOD What 
is uppermoſt i in the Heart will fill the Mouth, and 
be much upon the Tongue, Cut of the Abundance 
of the Heart, ſays our bleſſed LokD, the Mouth 
ſpeaketh !—If we love JEsus CHRIST, His Name 
will be as Muſick to our Ears, as Honey to our 
Taſte, Our Children and Neighbours will often 
hear Us making mention of the Hol v Ox of 
Iſrael ; and with Pleaſure ſhall we enter upon 
holy Diſcourſe, and with Regret be debarred from 
it.— David, who in one Pſalm ſays, / will love 
thee, O Lord my Strength, ſays in another, I will 
talt of thy Righteouſneſs and Salvation all the Day 
long! And we alſo if we truly love GOD ſhall 
find it a reliſhing and ſavory Employ to make 
mention of His Ttuth We ſhall look upon this 
as the Salt of all our other Converſation ; and 
every other Conlerpnee will be taſteleſs ak * 


without it. 
If then holy Dittoutſe be irkſome and (difagres- 


able z—if heavenly Thoughts are ſtrange, and 
unpleaſant to You ;—if GOD be ſeldom the Sub- 
jet of your Meditations, and very rarely the To- 
pic of your Converſation— O! do not deceive 
Vourſelves, the Love of the Father is not in You! 
—You may fancy all is well with your Souls, 
and their immortal Intereſts ; 5 but 'tis only a vain 

Fancy, 
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Fancy, — tis ſad ſelf Deluſion; - ſuch Hopes will 
end in Shame and utter Confuſion But if You 
can find the Love of GOD in your Hearts, take 
the Comfort to yourſelves. Give GOD all the 
Glory, and truſt that Hs will aſſuredly accom- 
pliſh what HE has mercifully begun,—That He 
will increaſe, and encourage this divine Temper, 
till He compleat, and conſummate it in his own 
everlaſting Kingdom |! 

O let the Means I have already ſpoken of, be 
as Fuel to the Fire, as Oil to the Lamp, that it 
burn ſtrong, and ſhine bright in this World, till 
GOD ccanſplage You in the eternal Heaven of 
perfe& Love, there will the Father of our Lord 
Jesus CnR1sT, bid your little Flame burn forth 
with unextinguiſhable Luſtre in the Regions of 


— Glory, Amen! 
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Ps ATM XVIII. 7. 
" will love thee, O Lorp, — Strength, 


F ROM theſe Words we have already ſhewn 
I. By, what Means we may obtain the Love of 
60. 
II. We laid down ſome Marks whereby we 
may diſcover whether we have it, or want it. 


1ſt. The firſt Mark was, delighting to think of 
GOD. 

2d, The ſecond Mark was delighting to talk of 
GOD. TI ſhall only mention two more, —Let the 
3d. Be, our Care to pLEASE GOD. Do we live 
without any Regard to GOD? Are we uncon- 
cerned whether we pleaſe HIM or not: Do we 
ſtudy to gratify our Senſes, and recommend our- 
ſelves to the World, careleſs all the while of the 
Favour of GOD? If this be the Caſe, we are 


eſtranged, entirely eſtranged from his Love !— 
Was 
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Was the reigning Affections placed upon GOD, 


we ſhould make it our chief Care, to do always 
ſuch Things as are pleaſing in his Sight! Thus 
did the LORD JESUS CHRIST I I come to do thy 
Will, was the conſtant Language of his Heart, 
It was his Meat to do the Will of Him that ſent 
Him !—O, examine yourſelves, Brethren.—lIs it 
your principal Wiſh, your chief Contrivance to 
pleaſe, —not yourſelves, not your Fellow- Mor- 
tals ;—but the immortal GOD? Do You hate 
Sin, and avoid every evil Way becauſe it is into- 
lerably offenſive to His Eyes? Do You love the 
Habitation where his Honour dwelleth ? Are his 
Statutes a Delight, and His Ordinances the Joy 
of your Hearts ?—If ſo, there is a Spark of His 
Love in your Souls ; and doubt not but the ſame 
Grace, which has kindled, will augment it into a 
Flame !—There is a little of his holy Leaven in 
your Hearts,—never ceaſe praying, and improv- 
ing it 'till it diffuſe itſelf more and more, and 
leaven the whole Lump; I mean till it ſpread thro? 
the whole Tenour of your Life and Converſation, 
and the whole Frame of your Spirit ! 

Athly. Laſtly, Do we love our Neighbour ? 
This is a fure Conſequent, and Sign of the Love 
of GOD his neceſſarily ſprings from it. — 
This inſeparably cleaves to it. As the Shadow 
always accompanies” the Subſtance, and is pro- 
duced by it; ſo the Love of our Neighbour always 
* I accompanies 


* 
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accompanies the Love of GOD, and is produced 
by it.—If we rejoice in their Happineſs, and ſym- 
pathize with their Miſeries, —If we wiſh and pray 
for their Welfare, and uſe all our Abilities to 
promote it,. — tis a comfortable Proof that the Love 
of GOD working at the Root, when ſuch Fruits 
appear on the Branches — But if we hate, and 
bear Ill-will to our Neighbour, if our Hearts ran- 
kle with Malice, or are envenomed with Euvy, 
we muſt Jay no Claim to the Love of GOD !— 
To pretend to it, under the Influence of ſuch 
Diſpoſitions according to St. James's Expreſſion, 
is to lie againſt the Truth, — Jam. iii. 14.— Theſe 
accurſed Tempers are altogether incompatible, 
with the ſweet Spirit of divine Love, —You may 
as ſoon bring the mid-night Darkneſs to unite with 
the mid-day Sun; as make the Love of GOD, 
conſiſt with Malevolence to our Brethren.—-No 
more think that You love the Father, if You 
loathe his dear Children! Vou cannot love the 
Parent, if You deſpiſe, and ſet at nought his Sons, 
and Daughters.—The Apoſtle St. John has de- 
termined this beyond all Diſpute. Va Man love 
not his Brethren whom He hath ſeen, how can he love 
GOD whom he has not ſeen? i. e. it is impoſſible 
to be!—Tis abſurd to imagine.---Such Preten- 


ſions are their own Confutation !---Bitter Envy- 
-ings, and Heart-burnings againſt our Brethren, 


are as diametrically oppoſite tg the pure fincere 


Love 
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Love of GOD, as the fervent Devotion of the 
Seraphim are contrary to the tormenting Fire of 
Hell! 

Here then are four Marks, whereby we may 
difcover whether we love GOD, or nol 

1. Do we delight to think of GOD ? 
2. Do we delight to tat of GOD? 


3. Do we care to pleaſe GOD ? 
4. Do we /ove our Neighbour ? 


Whether You will take Care to remember them 
and whether You will apply them to your own 
Souls, as ſo many Touchſtones, I know not! 
But this 1 know, that the Want of them will ane 
Day riſe up in Judgment againſt You, and wit- 
neſs to your Condemnation ;—or elſe the Poſſeſ- 
fion of them will be a bleſſed Evidence in your 
Behalf, when GOD ſhall try Yoy for eyerlaſting 
Life, or eternal Death. Let me now 


IIIdly. Propoſe ſome Motives which may invite 
us all to endeavour after the bleſſed Temper. 

Iſt. It will make all Duties become delighiful! 
—lIc will turn the Buſineſs of Holineſs into a plea- 
ſant Service. That which otherwiſe would be 
burdenſome will by this Means become pleaſant ! 
— Love, is like Oil to the W heels, and will make 
us move ſmoothly and chearfully on in the Paths 
of Piety !--Love will make our Souls like the 


Ehariots of Aminadib in the Ways of GOD's 
Commandments! 
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Commandments !—Love will make our Feet like 
Harts Feet, to run with Alacrity the Race ſet be- 
fore Us, —'Tis Love, that makes CHRIST s Yoke 
eaſy, and his Burden light. 

Oh! did we but love the LORD our GOD 
with all our Hearts, we ſhould find his Command- 
ments are not grievous, but altogether gracious.— 
O bleſſed State! Who would not long for it? 
W hat can be imagined more happy, to have our 
Duty our Delight, and yet to have it recom- 
penſed with exceeding great, and eternal Weight 
of Glory.— To be ſatisfied with Marrow and 
Fatneſs, while we ſerve the Lord, and yet to 
have a ſweet Proſpect of the Fulneſs of Joy, and 
Pleaſures for evermore ; when we have finiſhed - 
the work given us to do! To walk on towards 
the Heaven of Bliſs—the Seats of infinite Felicity, 
and have our Way ſtrewed with Roſes. —T his is 
the Effect, the bleſſed Effect, of ſincere Love to 
GOD. 

2dly. It is the ſiveeteſt State in the Werld. —T he 
Love of God is a Temper in itſelf, the moſt 
pleaſing, and the Exerciſe of it, the moſt delight- 
ful, to every Soul poſſeſſed of it. It is the Calm- 
neſs and Serenity of Soul, -Such a Temper will 
break the Edge, and blunt the Sting of temporal 
Calamities.— It gives a delightful Reliſh to all the 
delightful Mercies—becauſe, it looks upon them 
as Tres Proofs of GOD's almighty, fatherly 

Kindneſs.— 


i 
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Kindneſs.—It takes away the Keenneſs, and aſ- 
ſuages the Smart of any Affliction; becauſe the 
Word of Truth has declared, that how galling 
ſoever they may be at preſent, they ſhall really 
work together for Good to them that love GOD. 
Indeed it is an Antepaſt of their heavenly Hap- 
pineſs.— The joys of Saints and glorified Spirits 
are the ſame in Nature, and only greater in Degree: 
They are more happy than a holy Soul on Earth, 
becauſe they love GOD more.— They in their 
heavenly Manſions adore, and delight in the glo- 
rious GOD more fervently, and more inceſſantly 
than it is poſſible for thoſe 1 to do * . _ 
Houſes of Clay, 

O that you may trace the precious F ruits- of 
this divine Love ! It will ſpread a Brightneſs over 
all the Scenes of Life.— T will diſpel the Horrors 
and Gloom of the Shadow of Death. —It will 
make the Soul willing to be diſſolved, and to be 
deſirous to be with Chriſt, who is not only moſt 
excellent, and amiable in himſelf ; but the Object 
of its Affections, and the Center of its Wiſhes, 
And, O, what Courage, and Conſolation will it 
yield in the Day of univerſal Judgment ; that 
awful, tremendous Day, when the Hearts of 
Millions will fail for Fear; and when we ſhall. 
infinitely need ſome powerful Support.“ Perfect 
Love (faith the beloved Apoſtle) cafteth out 
« Fear,” i, e. it will take away the horrible 

Dread 
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Dread of GOD ALMIGHTY's Vengeance. 
It will turn the trembling, and uneaſy Anxiety 
about the Iſſue of the Judgment; into well 
grounded Hope, and delightful Expectations. 
3gdly. Laſtly, Without this Love of GOD, you 
lie under a Curſe.— The Curſe of the Goſpel. 
The heavieſt Curſe that can be denounced—If 
any Man love not the LORD JESUS CHRIST 
let Him be ANaTHEMA MARANATHA, i. e. 
He is cut off from the Favour of GOD. He de- 
ſerves to be ſeparated from the People f GOD; 
and ſtands marked out for final Damnation, when 
GOD ſhall come to execute inexorable Vengeance 
on his Enemies! How dreadful is this Sentence! 
Yet it is the Word of GOD, that pronounces 
it upon all that love not the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST in Sincerity.— Thunder is not half fo 
terrible! and the Sonl muſt be dead; yea twice 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins—that is not awakened 
—ſtartled—alarmed by it. See, here, my 
Brethren, ſee, what a fearful Doom thoſe Per- 
ſons are liable to, who are deſtitute of this divine 
Love, 
Then let us no longer think it a ſmall and in- 
conſiderable Thing to live, and die without it;— 
Far, very far from being ſmall, and inconſidera- 
ble; it is as much as our everlaſting Salvation is 
worth to be found naked in this Reſpect, when 


the LORD JESUS CHRIST ſhall appear with 
Eg | all 
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all his Servants.—If this Spirit be not in us at that 
deciſive Hour, we muſt fall under that extreme 
Malediction, which will light upon thoſe that are 
ſet on the left Hand !--O make haſte, my beloved 
Brethren, and delay not the Time, to be fur- 
niſhed with this Qualification. Get on this mar- 
riage Garment; and let your Souls be dreſſed with 
Love to meet the heavenly Bridegroom. —Nothing 
elſe will fit you for his ſecond Coming, or for his 
everlaſting embrace. Nothing elſe can make you 
fit for that Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
which JESUS CHRIST has purchaſed with his 
own Blood. —W hile you are Strangers to this 
ſacred Temper, you are Borderers upon eternal 
Deſtruction. Every Night you go th Reſt with= 
out the habitual Love to GOD in your Hearts, 
you ſleep on the Brink of endleſs Ruin.—You 
lie down in the very Suburbs of Hell. —Never, 
then, O never reſt ſatisfied till you feel it ſhed 
abroad in your Heatt, and ſweetening like ſome 
rich Perfume all the Motions of your Mind. 
Nevet, O never, reſt till you feel it operating in 
your Souls, and producing like a divine Seed the 
Fruits of Holineſs in your Life.—And may the 
infinitely beneficent GOD, that GOD who is the 
LORD of all Power, and Might, the Aur Hon 
and GivE of all good Things, graft in your 
Hearts the Love of his Name, increaſe in you 
true Religion, nouriſh you with all Goodneſs, 

3 and 
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and of his great Mercy keep you in the ſame 
thro? the infinitely precious Blood, and all pre- 
vailing Interceſſion of our everlaſting HIGH 
PRIEST, JESUS CHRIST. Amen. - 


